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'T'HE following notes arc an attempt to combine all that is<rt 



the hope that they may lend an mUletl interest to a visit to the 1 ort, 
inXoriiuitioii from Indiiiii liistoriiins has been collcctttl bj 
the late Maulvi Shu.iib, foTnudy a member of my Rtafli. lb has 
l eeii somcAvhat difficult to keep the notes within the scope of 
what is generally known as a “ gviklc " and the writer hoijcs that the 
text will not be found to be overloaded with .|iiotiitioiw. Some of 
these arc, however, of considerable interest and local colour, and 
throw niucli additional light on the history of the biuldings and 
their former functions. The plan is taken from the reprixluetion of 
the old plan of the Fort illustrated in Fergusaou's Iloflory uj Emtnu 
and ItiduiH Architedure. It contains several rather prominent 
inaceuracies l>ut gives, on the whole, a lairly good idea of tliu former 
arrangement of the interior of the Palace. The ineasurements 
on the plan hav-e been added by the w-riter for purpose of reference. 
It is suggested that the “ binlseye ” aketeh, whieb is an attempt 
at the conjectural restoration of the Palace buildings as they stood 
in the days of the “ Great Mogul," be studied with the pkn. The 
translations of the inscriptions on the Khwabgab and Musaniman 
ilurj have been given by Manivi ^afar Hasan, Assistant ^uperui~ 
teudunt. Northern Circle. 
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DELHI FORT. 

j4 Gtjit/c lo the Historical Bui/Jings a ml CarJcns. 


A fter & reign of elev™ yonrs nt Ajita, Sbahjalian rcaolvcd to remove hiaTho ^ 
capital to"Ddhi. It is said that liis reasons for transfetting the capital to SonL-nUly. 
Delhi from Agra were the *' broken ravines and numerous inKiualities through' 
out the latter pity, ^aiit of space in the Fort , iiairowncss of the streets, and 
the inconvenience caused to the inliabitanta by the large crowds of troops and 
elepliaiits, and the retinues of the Emperor and liis Uniairae." After paying 
several visits toDellii, a site was clioscu with the help of astrologers and A(iA;7>jm 
on the main land, just south of SBlImgarli: which had been founded in 1546 
by SalTm BliSh, as a defence against the appmnPh of Huuiayun. According 
to tlic contqinporaiy historians, the foundation of the citadel was laid on the 
l‘2th Kilhij 1048 A, H. (1(538 A, U.) and this date is corroborated hy the 
iiiscriptiojis oil the Khwiibgah, Bayyid Ahmad Rhiln, the author of .ithtiTti- 
»-Sanad7d, states, that among some old papers, a horoscope of the Fort fell 
into his hands, anil that in it the date ot the foundation was recorded as 
Friday nij-ht, the 9th Miiharmni of tho year 1049 A. II. The Fort was 
completed in the 20tli year ol the Emperor’s reign while lie was at Kabul. 

iSlHkminat Kbiu, then the “ Snperiutciideiitof Works,” asked the Emperor ShBl.inhSu 
to Come and sec it, and “ oil the 24th Rabi If of 1058 A. H, (1048 A. U.) 

Blmhjshfin eiitereil the Fort “through the gate facing the river” and held 
his first court in the Diwrin-i-*.4nmi. The Emperor arrived at the Fort n-ith 
11 gorgeous retinue. Prince Dfira Bhikoh scattering gold and ailver over his 
father’s head till ho reachotl the gates.' The Palace buildings had already 
been decoratwl, ivnd the cmirtyards covered with gorgeous caipete and 
Laugings, ivhUe“deq) red Kushmir shawls covcretl each seat.” “The 
buildings became the otivt of the art’ galleries of China. The roofs, walls, 
and colonnadeii (nnc^Tjis) of the DiwaitoA^min were hung with velvet, and 
silk from China and Khfitn,- while a gorgeous canopy {A»}kik D»l bt7d(il), /h r4 
specially prepared for the occasion in the royal factory at Ahmadabad, and f'rtmoNirt. 
measuring Tdsfrrs by 45 jjfOJ, and costing a hte ol rupeea, was raised by 3,(KX) 
iictive farm sites,'' 

The canopy was supported by silver columns and surrounded by a silver 
railing. The hall of the Uiwan'i'’Ainiii was surrounded on this occasion with 
a golden railing, while the throne was provided with a special canopy, fringed 
with pearls, and siipported by golden pillars, w-reathed with bands of stuildixl 
gems. The Emperor still further signalised the occasion by the distribution 
of lavish gifts. The Begani Saliibah received a he of rupees, Prince iJaro, 

^ A iLhunE for MiihHmrnnitSaFi KLnp^ nf wlina ISia capit*]. Jutiramiilr 

to a JMumi'wUrtt i^kuhilar ocrARlMlli in Ikia oii’mirtPri- Rfi^'r* niid 

t^r 

~ Khitta, Cliini'tK'i Twrkt^ilniL 




Mcanurfl- 
mDJjta of the 


Tln> Muiit» 


TJnt' buildiTB 
of tin? Fort, 
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a special robe of lionourj j swelled weapons, and an increase from the rank 
of ten to twenty tlioufland liorpe, a caparisoned elephant, and two lam of rupees. 
The Princes Snfaiman Bhikoh and Bipebr Blukoli received, rcapectively, daily 
allowances of Hs, 5<>0 and Bs, 300, in addition to tlieir original pay ; the Prime 
Minister, Badiillali Khan, a robe of honour and a n/rdrP iftith the rank of 
7,000 horse, Baja Bithal Das a robe and the rank of foot and 4,000 

horse. 

Jlakruiuat Khan, under whose supervision the Fort and iis hnildinga 
were completcil, received the rank of Pn»/ 

The above U an abstract of ^riihamnuid Balih's account of the inaufi^ura- 
tion ceremony, and the Palace is Raid to have been somewhat similarly decorated 
on the occasion of AumngKeh'a accession. 

The Fort is an iiregnlaT octagon in plan with its two long sides on the east 
and west and the six sinaller ones on the north and south. It ineasnres 
about one mile and a half in drcumference, the total length being some 
feet and the brcaiitli 1,800 feet. On the river fmnt the walls are GO feet in 
height wdiUe on the laud side they rise to 110 feet, ol svhich 75 feet are libove 
the level of the ground and the ditch. The latter is 75 feet wide and 30' 0' 
in depth. It was, writes Bernier^ fomierly stocked w i th h^sh, and he says that 
ill his opinion. " a battery of moderate force would soon level the walls 
with the grouiid.” Adjoining the ditch are large gardens, full of flowers 
and green shiubs at all times, which contrasted wltli the stupendous walls, 
produeea beautiful effect.'^ These gardens were still to be seen in a neglected 
etato before the Mutiny. The low* ground to the east between the Fort 
and the river, w'as used, Bernier adds, for elephant fights and parades 
of the royal troops; and he himself was once in danger,on this low'ground, 
from an attack by an infuriated elephant. Manucci {Sform do 
writing in much the same strain, cays that beneath the royal balconies 
there is, night and day, a mad elephant kept, for ostentatioTL” 

Other names nssocinted w ith the building of the Fort besides that of Muk- 
ramat Khin, already mentioned, are Ghainit Khan, Governor of Delhi®, Izzat 
Khan, afterwards Governor of Shidh* Ali Verdi Khan also appointed even- 
tuallv to a Govemorahip, and two master huildera/’ if one may use the temi, 
Ilamid^ and Ahmad. The Emperor is nlso said to Lave made certain modi- 
hcatiojis to the designs from time to time, SayyTd Ahmad Khan, no doubt 
ow'ing to the presence <>f the portrait of Orpheus in the " pietra dura * w'ork in 
the Diw^ajv-i“Anin^p has assumed that aoine Italian architect, was also em¬ 
ployed. but it would iseem probable that the Italians w'cre responsible for 
this particular brEuieh of decora tion only, the general arrangement und main 
details of the buildings being essentially eastern. The Fort- is said to bai'c 
coat lOO hce of rupees of which half was spent on the walk and half on the 
buildings within. 


* Aftflirw'afTcls ajjptiinlv^l IW OK^ve-moT lo Tbsvih w>irrp he UieJ In llHO A. IL A, IL)i, 
^ Hi)4 ariiUiv b* ^tiU m.njiiLt^nior.ntLtl IjV IIk^ Klie]!i<ii ll^lLikl til'Ar IIjl^ J4Un4i^ JhiNjiU. 
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Adotlier Iiiatorian. BaHitawar Khan, fliiting in the rei;;n of Aufungzeb, 
also gives the coal: of the various buildings as folloiiVa t— 


LttHt. 

Frtrt aiifl wiliim it % . ■ ■ - * * ^ 

Rojiftl nuinei^Tm + . . - ■ ■ ^ ^ ^ 

8hili JllJiliaJ (Divrlii-i-Kliflssl infiludin^ silv^sr emd 14 

IrntySz Miiihid {EUnwitli bod-cIwTnk’F imd anrround' 5 atkJ 


inffs. 

riiiulut Kli-inifc-KlLn^a-o-'Atnm (IHwiSTi-i- Aifniii) ■ * 

Bfikfuh g]^rtk>n viitEi tlic Rikiijmtini « - ^ 

41 if! of I Ilf: Bt'gu nii Sqlji(jfih * nnd □tiiiM' myAl lodios 

fUld JifptnrifrK far ihne InijK'ridJ wtil'lt«3lO[J9 « ^ 

TllP Fori wnlt.4 Jllld ntoat »*-*-- 


C0,000 nipet'fl 


* G 
. 7 
. 4 

. n 


Workmeft's wages aTnounted to ten millioit nipeea. 

Red sandstone and marble for the construction were provided by the 
governors and rajahs of tlie localities where these matenala were obtainable, 
and the former material was also brought down in birge quantities from Fath- 
pnr Sikri, by boat* 

The Fort 13 known by inany names. In the rdgns of Shahjahan 
xAurangjieb it W'ss styled QiWA-i-J/tififlrfli', (the Fortunate Citadel), or 
Qiltih-i-Shiihiah'/nabrtd, and it Ls under this latter title tbat we find referencea 
to it in the hiatorical works of the period. In the reign of Bahadur Shah II, 
the last titular Emperor of Delhi, it was knotvn as Qi]ith-i'ihi^»ih (the 
Exalted Fort). This name occurs in the w'orka of the Urdu poets of the 
time and accounts for the language of the Court being styled, 

,1/uVdfu. 

It is recorded that in 113^ A. H, (1710 A. I>.) much damage was done T^s 
to the Fort and city by an earthquake lasting a month and two Jays.® The 
buildings were also considembly damaged during the confiicts between theqaateanJ 
Mamthaa and Ahmad Shiih Durani in 1173 .A. H, (I7iJ3 A- O.), Asild 
a Contemporary writer, states “ that Ibrahim Khan Kardi, whom Badii had 
brought in his company from the Deccan, had European artillery with him. 

He fired at the Fort with three guns from the RoiYi aide (lit. “ sandy place 
the Bandy foreshore between the Fort and river is referred to) which lies 
below' the Fort on the east, and discharged cannon balls like rain on the .Asad 
Bur], *3lusamnuin Burj and other royal buildings, which resulted in great 
clamago to the Diw5u-i-Khass, Rang Mahal, Moti Mahal and Shah Burj: but 
the Fort, on account of its great st.rength, remained undamaged.” 

It 13 a great pity that the lesser buildings and courts were removed after Many bnUU- 
the Mutiny; for,without the courts and corridors connecting the buildingsji^drmp- 
that are left to-day, the latter lose much of their meaning and beauty. 
harem courM and gardens to the vi-cst of the Rang Malial, Munitai .\fahal, 
and the Khnrd Jahan have all disappenTed, together with a building known 


1 Tho tillu I>f Jiilnnir»rft BcgfiTn, Hdcjit ilrtURhti'r erf Sliahjnhiia, 

*MuhBijimnl '.\li Klifm .iN-turA 31 SS. In (be Govenuaent liljTft^ 

A1 biift Ffi-lirm 1IG-11 Ui 
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ns the “ Silver Palace ” Trhicli stood Bome Uttle distance to the west of the 
latter. The loya! stote-nnoniB, hitchene, and the Tlcgalia chattiberSr ’w'hich lay 
to the north of the court of the Diii,-«n*i-*Aiiira have, togethci- with the rklehtab 
Bag’ll and the weatem half of the Ha^'at Bakh^ih garden, given place to 
Militan- barracks and the parade ground, Xorth again of the ITayiit 
Bakhah garden, and between it and the north outer ™ll of the Fort, lav the 
houses, harems, and gardens of the Hoyal PrinceB. These have also 
disappeared. In the extreme north-west comer of the enclosure were the 
royal stables and stores, while the areas between the arcaded street, rurminv 
due north from the Bclbi gate to tho north end of the lilehtnb Bagh, and the 
west outer wall, were occupied by the houses of the enormous retinuo 
attached to the Court. 

THE G.tTE.s. The best hiiown of these is the Lahore Gate, situated in the centre of 
Tii'i Fjjiorc the west wall, and at the end of the principal thoroughfare of Bellii, the 
nau. Chiiiidiii Chauk. The gate is of imposing design and cantnins three storeyed 

rooms. The entrance areh, 41 feet in height by 24 feet, is flanked by half 
octagon towers crowned by open octagonal pavilions, while between the 
latter k a screen of dwarf, coupled fhallrh, erowned by seven miniature 
domes of white marble, and tenninated by tapering nilnarcts. topped bv 
Ian terns. Above the entrance arch is a verandah crowned by a 
but the arcade below it is now'dosed owing to the upper mnnis of the gate 
haying been adapted as ofllcer's quartera. TIic ‘flame shaped ’ battlements, 
which continue round the whole extent of tho wall, are c-specially imposing. 

TIib imrlil- IS. additionally protected by a barbican, the work of Auniiigjteb 

eb A. D.). The walk of the latter ere 40'0" in height, the coriiorB 

urnngzr wcstem Wall being emphasised by pavilions. Hie entrance gate of 

the barbican is on the aortli side and measnraa 40' 0' height by 24 feet in 
width, being surmounted by an embattled parapet, flanked’ by slender 
niinarctd. It is said that Bhahjahnn, w'htle In pnson at Agra, wrote to his 
son Aurangzeb regarding these barbicans, saying “ you have made the Fort 
a bride, and set a veil before her face.” The original wooden drawbridge 
of the barbican has gone, being rejilaced by bridges built by Akbar II 
BrnlRfa biidt (Mughal Emperor, 180C-1837), The iuscription on the arch of the bridge 
by Akbar Ij. states that these bridgea (the second being at the Delhi gate), were built 
in his reign under the superintendence of “ Dilawaru-d-Dauiali, Bobert 
Macphersoii. Bahadur, Diler Jang.” Hearn (Sepen Oides of Delhi) saj-a that 
in flint of the Lahore gate was a great square, in which those Hindu nobles, 
ivhose turn it was to mount guard, encamped during their twenty-four lioura 
of duty, for they never dared to tnist themfielvcs withiu the trails, and tijat 
in front of this square a large tank, connected with the canal in. the CLOndui 
Chauk and named after Lord Ellenborough, was built about ISffi.s 


^ The id.ipinff tjah (loniii* sieon on rirariy evtsy Indinn bnilrhnjf, 

■ Th& Camp oi th& EGutiuocra (1^7) nsjur H|ia taiit. 







HISTORICAL BUILD [NOS AND CARDENS. 


TIic Delhi Cate Hca iu the scnithcTn wall of the Fort and is so called ^ij li: delhi 
aa it faces the sites of the older cities. It is similar in design to the gate pre^ 
vionsly described, but is rciidered mote intercstiug by the presence of two 
stone ciephuiits, standing at either side of the entrance arch. There ate many -rha 
tLcuries put lonvard as to t he history of the origiiml elephants and their rldcra, “IaIei™' 
and those that derive them originally from (twalior ond Agm Fort have been 
proved to be without foundation. One of these theories is that their riders 
were the celebrated Eajpiit heroes .Tninal arid Patta, but it seems more 
probable that the ligures were only those of and that the animals 

Were ordinary fighting elepiniiits. The strict rcligiotia views of Aurungiieb 
would not tolerate the presence of the statues, and he ordered their deniolitioD» 

Aothlng tnore was heard of them till lSb3, wheiif during the demolition 
of eertiiiii of the old buildin<|^ for military purposes, some 12y fraginente 
of the original statues wore found buried in the Fort. Three years later, an 
clepLant was reconstructed from these fragmenta and set up iu the Queeirs 
gardens.' Jn 1892 the statue was removed to a site in the Chuiidni C'liauk 
and ten yeans later to another position in front of the Institute. 

Ill 190.% at the iiistencc of Lord Curzoii, the present statues were erected, 
but the original fragmenta (now placed in the ^luscuui ) could uot be re-used 
ow ing to the mutilation they had uudeigone. The work was entrusted to 
Mr. IL \V. iHackcnzie, an artist- w'ith experience of Indian Art, and the work 
was carried out from his models by Indian workmen. It is inconceivable 
how any doubt could ever have existed as to the original position of the 
statnrs. Bcniicr clearly places them at the Delhi gate, and his statement 
is backed up by that of dc Thevenot, wlio saw them a few' years later. 

The misconception seems to have arisen largely from the JtMru-s-Sanndld 
the later edition of which, published long after the author’s death, places 
them at the JJaubat Khaua. Iu the Jirst edition they ate placed bclore 
the Delhi gate, Carr Stephen {Afcfutokytf of Delfii) places them before 
the Xaubat Kbanu and K.eetie {Guide to Deftu) before the Lahore gate, 
the former authority being of the upinion that Beniicr'a descriptions of the 
gates are sio faulty that they are correct with respect to neither. Bernier, 
iiowCTor, after deacribiiig the statues, clearly states that “after passing 
through the gate at which they stand there is a long and spacious street 
provided with a central canal,” which is also referred to bv H. de Thevciiot. 

The only street of this kind iu the Fort, as la proved by the old plans, was 
that running due north and aonth from the square in front of the r^uiibat 
Khaua. Bender's description of the Lahore gate Is roudered more explicit 
by Ws reference to the “roofed street (the CfialUt Chcitik. see page ti) 
leading therefrom and bordered on cither side by shops.” It may be added 
that excavation, in connection with the erection of the present statues, dis¬ 
closed further ovcrw hebiing evidence in the nalute of the original found¬ 
ations. 


' Op|H3fajtDt |t€! HllilYt Jky 
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The DelJii gate ia protected by a Imbkau^ simibir to that in front of the 
Jjahore gate^ the bridge beiog also erected in the reign of Akbar by Ttobert 
^lacpherson.^ 

There am tbree other gates to the Fort besides those two already mentioned. 
One leads into f^lniigarh and through it the Kiiig-Euiperor passed at the 
Btate Eutrj' of I he Coronation Dariiar;^ Kcar it+ was formerly an old 

bridge built by Jahangir in 1031 A. 11. (1021 A. DJ but this was removed 
to make way for the present railw^ay bridge. The old bridge had five arcliea 
and was built in rubble and mortar Bpringing flush froin the face of the 
iibutmcnts : it was strengthened by a series of arched riba^ springing froni cor- 
bcla projecting from the faces of the abutments, and giving it an nppearance 
of bghtneas wdth great- strength. The inscription from this bridge is now 
in thq Museum. The present bridge is, like the gate, modenu There is 
ako a postern or WTcket gate (AAirio) botween the bridge and the Shah 
Burj bastion. The Khkn, or ' Watergate ” lies under the Mitsanmian Burj 
and it was this gate which Captain Douglas desired might be thrown opciL’ 
on the morning of the 11th May 1857, so that he might go down and reason 
with the miitinccTSj who had assembled on the low ground near the river. 

Srmie few^ yards south of the Kang Jlalial is a w Ickct in the base of the wal], 
closed up, as it w ould seem from the ebaracteir of the masonry, by the Miighals 
themselves. An attempt was made to c.xCAvate the ground at the Ij^ck, but 
nothing was found, save what appeared to be a Urge underground dralin 
The fftoiy that it was known as the King’s gate,"" and w as that w hich w as 
onlv used to take the dead body of the King out of the pakce for biiriah k an 
attractive one but hacks conEmiation^ The “ Water gate ” outside the Asad 
out^jdo AioiU Bm-j pf an exceptionally interesting and ehumetermtio design but owing to its 
position is but seldom visited. The inner gateway ia r<aiciied by a long flight 
of steps and protected by a barbican ”, with an outer gate facing the river. 

• CH AT!A The Chatta Chahk h the roofed street referred to liy Bernier which leads 
CHAl K' CJE the Lahore gate to a point west of the Naubat Khana atid is destribed by 
AEC^E.^^ Fergussoii "as the noblest entrance known to any existing palace.” It mcastixed 
some 230 feet in length and 13 feet in width* with a central octagonal court open 
to the skw. On both sides of the roadw'ay there are 32 arched cells, at first and 
ground floor levelfl. Muhammad Salih, Shahjn hank Court Chronicler, refers to 
this arcade aa the Baz^ir-i-Jhnsuqrptf {covered 6o?ar). The central portion, 
open to t-h-e sky, was styled the ChuUa [Umbrella Hall ?J, the 

historian adding, "that a building like this vaulted market had never been 
seen before by the people of Indja/’ and that it owed its conception to the 
Empororj w ho takes much mtercat m the construction of buildings.” 
Bishop Hebcr in describing his visit to Akbar 11 refers thu^ to the Chaiki 
Chatik, “We were received with presented arms by the troops of the 


TiVatc-f gate 


i tinteruj thii Honuurnkljl!- Eajft \nd\A f!eiiiijp.iny a iii 17114, l>uraiii& iiiih April 

1707, C4[it«in, FiiJjfUJiry ISOS, l2:!iid Jaiiiiiiry ISIT, and Jit IXilLi, 

lilll, JSl^i Son ij[ AndruW Maupatiiatin nod tertk ia 1774 m llio IWriat uf Thbiyapi^, Invur- 
uviudilfV, 







HISTOSICAL BUILDINGS AMD GARDENS. 


7 


piilace, drawn up wit lib the kirljicaii, and proceeded» still on our elephantSp 
throng]I the tiohkst "atcway nnd veetibnie 1 ever anw* It ccnsista, not 
nierely of a gpkndid Oothin onh in the centre of the great fTato-towcr— 
but, after that^ of a long vaulted siLsle, hke that of a (lotliio catlieilrah 
with a amaU+ open, octagoiml court in the centre, all of granite,^ and all 
finely catvefl witfs ijieeriptioiis from the Koran, and with llowets. This ended 
In a ruinoiia and exceedingly dirty atable-yard ”, The east end of thia 
arcade opened on to a conrh'arJ, sonie 200" if srinare, and anrrounded 
by cnloniiades in^ed by the of the Eiuperor's guard. At the aontli- 

west comer of this ist^uare stood certain public buildings where the Einperor'a 
iVffSiV {l^npei intendeut of the household) contracted husiuc^. In its centre 
was a tank fed by the canals which ran north and south towurda the royal 
gardens and Ilelhi gate, respectively. On either side of the canals were the 
arcaded streets which have already been referred to on page 5, Bernier 
describes these streets as being laised about H feet from the ground and 
being about 4 feet wide, in front of a row of arched rooms,—closed arcades,— 
running the entire length of the street. It was here that the lesser ofheiais 
used to transact business and that the inlerior Umaras were ’ivont to nmuut 
guard. 

At the east sick of the stjuare, and within a stone rziiliiiig, stood the 
S All BAT or NA(JQAli KHAN A [the Hoys I Drnin-House). The tsi^k and 
square, with its surrounding buildings and ihe stone railings^ have now all 
disappeared, hut it is hoped to be able, eventually, to demarcate their 
fonuer pi^itioiis by lawns and shrubberies as has been done in the case of the 
gardens within the present srehseological area. 

This building measiiies some dff O'" by llfi' 0^ and is 5fi' high from theTNN 
level of the plinth to the top of the rool. The galeway nieastiroj 20 if in 
height fay 16^ 0' in wudth- It mnat be remcnifacred that the present plinth 
te tlih building is nioderin the visitor being intended to enter at the kvel of 
the Diwan^b'Ajiiiii court. The pbuLli is shortly to be removed, so that 't iivill 
ha possible fo enter at the original kveh Euihlings formerly e.xisted at the 
north and BOiith ends of the Naufaat Khfiuaj but these were taken away after the 
Mutiny, their position facing now^ indicated fay shrubberies. ” Five timea a day 
the royal band used to play in this lofty ball ; on Sundavs the iiiusse was 
kept up the whole day Ijecausc it w as a day sacred to the sunand the same 
honour w'as paid to the day of the w^ek on which the King was bonu 
Bernier, who w'as at first, dcalcncd by the noise, iiiid loiind it unbearable^ 
eventually grew' accuHtoined to the royal music and discovered grandeur, 
solcnmity, and even melody in it.” A '^Nmibat Xhana ” is often found in 
myal palaces. The one at Fathpur Sikri is well know n, w hile they are often 
seen, and still used, in the reaidentcs of Indian chiefs. The building served 
as quarters for officers slationed in the Fort till 19[>7, when the modern 
additions were removed and ihe buLldhig restored as far jas possible to its 


1 Tlifl BjjwiyEiry k aolimlly hrkk vxtiini[i.ny jilAiiiun.-4. 







lJlWAN-1- 

*AiIiL 


CoLirt of 
^Auim, 


Ttfli itroiHS 
of the 
Diwan'i- 
'AiELin- 


^_DELHI FORT ; A GUIDE TO THE 

former appearauce, TUc two small rooms In the basement ofi cither side of 
the entrancOj, now occupied by the Caretiikcr, was iiaed, till 1911, as the 
Museum of Archeology. 

PasMiJg through the entrance of the Kaxibat Khajiia, tlie visitor reaches 
the Court of the Dhviin-i-^\iiim {Hall of Public .\udiciiee). Underneath this 
entrance none could paaa moimted except Princes of the Bl(H)d Ktiyal; 
ambassadors, mhiiaters and grandees of tbe highest dignity, alighted here and 
walked on foot. Even In the hist days of a subsidised ^lughal Einperor, the 
entrance was jealously guarded, and when Mr. Francis Hawkins, Resident 
at UelJii (a gentleman whose energ)- went beyond his discretion) was removed 
from his appointment, the most serious cliaige against hiui was that he had 
violated the aaiictitj- of the royal palace, by riding under the gateway of the 
Xaubat Khana. The court, now reached, was originally ijuft' 0* in length 
by 300' 0" in width, and surrounded with arcaded apartments, which, savs 
Bemicr, '* have no bnildingsi over them.” Each bay ” (jf the arcade was 
separated by a wait, " yet in such a manner tlnit there is a small door to pass 
from one to the other.” The rooms were two deq), raised almost 3| feet 
Ironi the ground and were occupied by the Um/ims on duty. They were 
decorated on special occasions and it is said ttuit the Umara^t vied with 
each other in the splendour of their adornment. These surrounding arcades 
were demolished after the Mutiny but their former position has now been 
indicated by shrubberies. ^ Outside to tbe north of the courtyard stood 
the imperial kitcheu.^ 

The great hall of the HIWAN-I-'AMM was the central feature of the 
eastern side uf the court, while to the iiortli of this building was a gate 
leading to the forecourt in front of the l>i wand-Khass, In the days of the Inter 
Mughal Empire the appearano-' of the Diwfvn-i-'Amiu was not imiuuvetl by 
the addition, behind it, of the houses of the " Heir apparent,” built in the bas¬ 
tard European style of architecture which was fashionable in India during that 
period. Tlie building, whicli has lost its original covering of wliite shell 
plaster and gilding, stamhi on a plinth sonio 4' 0" in height and measures 80' 0* 
long by 40' 0* in breadth ; it is some 3tF U' high from the top of the plinth 
to the level of the roof iMiitipet, the iiorth-weat and south-west angles of which 
are emphasised by dwarf iJavilioHS. TJie building is oijen on tho north, south 
and west, the outer walls being sliadod by a deep chajja. Alxive the ]tttte,r, 
can still be seen traces of the old cxtcnial decoratioiu Tlie inside of the hall 
is divided up by columns into tliree a isles, each of sc von compartments, each 
compartTiieiit being formed by four pillans some 6' 0' opart., which supixirt 
engrailed arches longing from the back wall to the facade of the building. 
The western facade is adorned with ten columns supjwrtlng engrailed arches. 
!3et in a recess in the centre of the back wall is a marble “ Isilda- 
chino " known as the Nashimati-i-zill'i-ilalii {tho seat of the shadow’ of God), 

* It ehauU tie reuM-mtiCh'd lliat tlio Hlirublwry eii ttie Jkjutli diijo of (he court in, of 
]iJ{kCt>d futlbiT north ihtkU thh! onguiul JLre4dt% aving (o tho of tho 

nuhtfiiy Tou\ outfiLlci the: railiugv tu tho boutii. 
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pa lief led witL murble and Lukid with precioua stcniea. In [font of thia 
chiiio ^ stands a four-]e^ed marble claisp nieaaiiring some 7' 0^X3^ (/, said 
t-o have been usetl bj the ’^vlicn preaeiitifig petitions to the Enipetor 

seated under the canopy above. A mileci siiaets some -JO" If in leiigtli by 30' O'' 
ill widths %vas rcser^^ed round tbe ^’baldnebino ** for tfie highest j^raiidecs of the 
Empire. The reiiiainder of the Jmll served os another reserved aj>Jicc for vet 
another mish of oJllckls, wliile outside the Jdiwaiid-^lmin was th^ (iuJfd-Buri 
(red enclosure), reserved fi>r minor ofKciafs, the general throng attending 
the dfirlniT standing outside this last enclosure. I'he ha lb when Bishop IJcber 
saw it in 1S24-1825, " was full of lumber of all dearMiptioiiti, broken jialiini:|uius 
and empty boxes, and the throne covered with pigcoti'a dimgi that its 
ornaments were: rcarcely discernible/" 

The pietra dura work of the recess behind the " batdachino k worthy Pu-im duni 
of special notice. The original wcirk is said to have been executed by Auntin 
de Bordeaux, a renegade European jeweller, and tbe designs represent ilowera^ 
fniit and birds in a moat natuml manner. Among the other designs the 
b rcuchmau introduced a picture of Or|3hcua playing on liis lute, with a lion, a 
hiirCt and a Jeopard lyirsg charmed at his ftwt^ This tablet was removed after 
the Capture of the Palace ni l8o7, and placed in the Bonth Kensington .Museum 
while cloven others of the tiikid panels were also removed^ They w’crc restored 
to tlicir original position some years ago at the instance of Lord Curisoii. It 
fortunate that old drawings ol the mosaics e.xisted, from which it was 
possible to ^e^sto^e the decomtion to its on'giiial form, and for tills purpose an 
Italian ‘mo^icista* was brought specially to India and the work completed 
iu 1909. 


The following note tiikeii from the Atchieologieal Suiw'cy Annual for 1902-03^ 
and written by Dr. Marsha Ih is of spcckl interest in this connection. 

" The decoration is more jx^rticukrly famous tui the paiieb of bkek 
marble, inlaid with a variety of ctdoured stones in designs of birds 
and flowers. These panels are the sole exnniples Id India of 
this particular form of tcchniqne. The moat justly famous among 
them is one reprcaeiiting the figure of Orpheus sitting under a 
tree and fiddling to a circle of listening animals/ At the time 
of the Mutiny in WA a gfXjd many of these panels, which 
are quite small, w ere picked out aisd mutikted. Twelve of them 
including the rcprcK-iitation of Orpheus as well as four larger 
and seven smaller panels, were appropriated by Captain (after¬ 
wards Sir John) Jonesj and sold by him for £500 to the British 
tioverriment, who depodted thenj in the South Kensington 
Museum. 


In 1882 all the inlay in the lower half of the Lack wall of the recess 
w'as restored under the ^iipcrvisioii of Jlajor IL H. Cole, the thcD 


1 A LimmaLiK i-Lromo-]Uhnj|^|ih wf Ihu h\ pu l>lirtl]^ji:| hv H H CVL in hta 
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Cumtor of in India. The work was ejCECuted with 

great i,'are+ hut unhappily aonie of tfio »tono5 employed in the 
new work nialc-lied badly with the nrigiiuilg^ The difference 
between them ia particularly noticeable m the background of 
the panels; a greyish black Indian marhle having been used to 
replace the intensely black and finely grabied marble, only procii- 
mble in Italy. In some other respects also the new work is 
inferior, the designs being harsher and the teehiikjuc coarser. 
The upper portion of the wall Avas not repaired by Major Cole^ 
because he hop€?d that the panels in England might be recovered 
at some Iiiture time and it apiieared inexcusable to reaurt to 
artificial renovation so long as the originals were known exist 
elsewhere. During the past year {19{>!2J a strong appeal for the 
recovery of these panels was made by the fjoYernnient of India, 
and the trustees of Victoria and Albert Miisennis were kind 
enough to agree to their return. 

“ It had been hojie^l that the pbqnes Avmiid reach India in time to 
be restored for the ccremonica of the Investiture of the two Indian 
Orders held in conuection with tlie Delhi Darbnr/ and the iiccu' 
Bion would indeed have been an appropriate one on which to 
cniblemise^ by the restoration of the iiiosaics, the generous policy 
which the Oovenunent liavc now adopted towards the relies of 
antiquity, as opposed to the proverbial vaiidalisni of earlier days, 
Diifurtunately the plaques did not arrive till the last days of Decem¬ 
ber, and their restitution had to be deferred until after the Darbar. 
They have now been replaced behind the throne l and many other 
panels, also in tlie upper portiou of the Avails, have been cleaned 
of the lac with which they were cov'crodj mid their inutibted 
surfaces repolished. There still> howeverj remain some of the 
gaps where panels are partly or wholly missiug, and these Avill he 
gradually filled up. as opportunity offers, in aecoidancc with the 
ancient designs. But it wull take some time before the precise 
atones use<l can be identified and prvxiured from Eiitopej and 
it will ver>' probably be fonrid necessary to get the |>anela executed 
ill Florence or to obtain arttsts from Ital)" to do the Avork in India. 

** Something remains to be said concerning the date and style of these 
plaques. Tradition has it that the decomtiou of the throne 
Avas the workmanship of Aiuitui de BordcJ^iiix, the celebrated 
Freuch artjfi^»er, who La said to have lieen employed by the Emperor 
Shah Jahant laith on the pakce at Delhi and on the Taj at Agnn 
The figure of Orpheus, indeed, is pointed out by the native guides 
as a portrait of Austin de Bordeaux hiinselh The storv' seems 
apocryphaL rerhaps it Avas suggested by the obviously Italiau 


^ Ijcirti (L'limunV lloxbur uf 
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chuTOctcT of the panel dicsiji^n^; but it should bo observed that 
the bbck marble of their back^^rDunds and tlie majority of the 
inlaid stouoH ure of Itahan. and not Indian provenance and it 
is ii'ut unreasonable to suppose, therefore, that they vi crc not only 
designed but actually executed in an Italian studio and after¬ 
wards imjHJited into this country.*' 

'*Thc arabesques on the other hand, which decorate! the intersimces 
bet^vecn the pauela, are of pure Indian style and Indian work- 
inanship without a vestige of foreign iulluenco. Mr. liavelh 
referring to the decoration of the Ilelln Throne^ in a recent 
article on Tins Nineteenth Cenittn/ anti Affert has suggested that it 
has l>een wrongly attributed tt> l^hahjahan^s reign and ought 
rather to be inferred to the early jjart of tbe eighteenth century* 

He rightly iufiists on its inferiority in itoiiit of stylo to that of the 
Taj at Agia, and futthet argues thmt the naturalistic representjitions 
of birds and animab, had fchev e.xisted in the time of Auran'^^eb* 

O' 

would Hcarcely have been left uimintilated by that iconoclast 
Emperor. The latter argument h not convindng, since parallel 
instances may be cited of other figures which must often have been 
seen by Anraugzpb, yet managed to escape violation at his handSi 
Xor ought mere inferiority of style to be pressed fc3o far ns evidence 
of date. The jnetra dura of Shahja ban's reign in the Liabore 
Fort is ecjually inferior to that of the Taj, and in the case of the 
Delhi Throne the task of the artists was a peculiarly difficult ouc. 

The basis of this decoration was a number of sipiare and oblong 
paucls of varjing sizes and of wIk^Iv uufamiliar styles ► There 
are few' artists who could ereate an hannoniuus design out of such 
material, and least of all a Mughal nrtiaty tied dow'n by the strictest 
traditions of form and colour^ both alike unBuitablc to the task he 
bad to perform, M ith such limitations it is not surprising that the 
result appears grotesque^ or that the arabesques^ which serve to 
Combine the panels into a general scheme of decoration, compare 
niifavourably in st^'le with those of the Taj.” 

The European traveller Bernier has left an cxcelient account of the cere- 
monials fur which theDiw'and-'imm w'as used^ liiw^n-L 

'Amtu. 

“During the hour and a half, or two liourES, that this ceTemoiiy {tho 
dftrbar) continues a certain number of the royal hoi^cs pass 
before the throne, that the King n:Lay see whether they are w'cll 
used and in a proper conditioiu The elephant a come next, their 
filthy bides having heeu wdl washed and painted us black as 
inkj with tw’o large red streaks from the top of the bead down 
to the tnmkj where they meet. The clcphanta are covered with 
embroidered cloth; a couple of silver bclk are suspended to the 
two ends of u massive silver chuiii placed over their back, and 
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white MW fron) Grctit Tibet, of lai^gc vaIuc, from the 
eaiB like iiumense whiskem. Tivo aninH eleptiatita, auperblv 
capurisoned, walk cloi$o to these coloasitl creatures, like sliivca 
appointed to their service. As if jiruud of his gorgeous attire 
and of the iiiagiiihceiice that surrouiiels him, evetj- elephant 
moves with a sotcuiti and dignifiwi step; iind ’when in front of 
the throne the driver, who is seated on Ills shoulder, pricks 
him with a pointed iron, juiimiUes him and speaks to him, unti 
tfic siiimal biMids on one knee, lifts his trunk on hl>ih anip 
Toars aloud, whicfi the peo])]e consider as the elephant’s mode of 
performing the taslm or usual reverence. Other animals are 
nc\t introduced; tame antelopes kept for the purpose of fighting 
with each other,'® iVif^rfar® or grey ojscn, that appear to me 
to be a species of elk ; rhinoceroses ; large Bengtth bulTaloes with 
prodigious lioms which enable them to contend against lions and 
tigera ; tame leopards, or panthers, employed in huuting antelopes; 
some of the fine sporting dogs fromUsbec, of every kind, and euch 
dog with a small red eoveriiig ; lastly every species of the birds 
of prey used in the field sporta for catching partridges, cranes, 
hares, and even it is said, for hunting antelopes, ou which they 
pounce with violence, beating thoir heads and blinding them 
with their wings and claws.”* * 

' Besides this procession of aniniuis, the cjivaliy' of one or two of the 
(hHmha {Utmrm) frecjuejitly pass in review before the King ; the 
hotsemeii bdiig better dressed than usual, the homes furiiisliud 
with iron armour, and decorated with au endless variety of fan- 
tastic tmppiiigSp” 

'*Thc King takes pleasure also in liaving the blades of cutlasses tried 
on dead sheep, brought before him without the entrails and neatly 
bound up. Young Omwhi, Mmsduhrs, and Goane-b^riars'’ 
or maec bearers, ei^ercise their skill and put forth all their strength 
to cut through the four feet, which are fastened together, and the 
body o! the sheep at one blow.” 

** But aU these things are so many uiterludcs to more serious matters. 
The King not only review's his cavalry with particular attention, 
but there is not, since the war has been ended, a single trooper 
or other soldier whom he has not Lispected, and made liimsclf 


" TIai UiU ill tlH) TiLctan ok ot yak, cnllcd rhowncn, vtill in Eoiainon umj in Iiwlia, 

* Tlic Emprrtjr AkUr Vro* vtiy lontl of tlii» pjwrt, and in tins .f iR-i..rlUmri will 

»w‘ finilKl full iJetoLl* ir^Bidin;' the kind<i of fit;htiny Jit-r, Low llipy fougbt, tojaHhef witli 
Dlatormle tv^ulnlioiu an to the k'Uit^ allowptl on isuch enmuniom. 

* Literally ** blue tbu Hjnjdi3eLB.Eii mkitiu being Nilgau, 

* Ste Ihe jJlu4t»kllDii dC a attacking J1 drar* ficnji Attinuoa'a giberia, at 

p_ SftS. Vol I* of \Wji J/ttKo Benmdwt, IST'ip atad the C1i»ptf?r (XVIII, mmv volA od tha 
ADimab and blnifi kepi by IhLi Kaan for the diiai?. 

* ftur^-frfaijdarsi from a Potiiiaq word a mac® or wot-cluK 
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pcTSOiially Licf^imintcd with, increasing or reducing the pay of 
some and disiiiisaing others frojii the aerv'iec. All the petitions 
held up in the crowd usaemblcd in the Am-Khas (the Diwin-i' 
Mnirn)firebnoiiglit to the King and read in bis hearing; and the 
persons concerned being ordered to approach ore exatnined by 
the Monarch himBclf, who often redre^a on the spot the wrongs 
of the Aggrieved part 3 '.” 

The verandah nn the first fiiKir lex’^el at the back of theDiwaii-i-‘Aiiiin and 
overlooking the garden in front of theT^ang Maha] is said to have been covered 
with shell-plaster, “poliBhed like the brightness of the morning." 

Aa has been previously mentioned, a gateway lay to the north of the 
Biwan-i-^Amm, leading to the first of the twin courtyards in front of the 
Diwan-i-Khass, now no longer in existence but demarcated, like the other 
court iniinodiately in front of that building, by ahnibberiea and lawns. In 
tl«e middle of the western wall of this * first courtyard ’ was a gate which 
gave entiance to the court of the Biwiin-i-Ktiass, the Hall of Special 
Audience. A red cltrth awning was stretched! in front of this gatewav and 
gjivc it the name of Liii Ptiftbi/i [red screen). 

The buildings on the East wall of the Fort in the enclosed 

area. 

The MFMT.VZ MAHAI.-, now tlie ilusciiiii, is the southemmoat of these 
buildings, Fotnierly one of the Apartments of the Royal princesses, it has 
served as a Militsr)' prison' and was aliio used, till recently, aj the Sergeants' 
Mess, and for this purpoHc its original appearance hod been completely 
Cliang^. Old drawings and photos of the Fort, dating prior to the Mutiny, 
show it to hn%'c been a structure not unlike the neighbouring Rang Mahal, 
covered with white shell plaster, and with the angles of its roof emphasised 
by dwarf pavilions, the external walls being shaded by a deep cArt/jo, The 
latter has been neconstrucled and, within, some of the original " glaaa" deco¬ 
ration has been exposed. It will be noticed that the plinth of the butiding is 
still buried, but this is shortU' to be removed and the neighbouring ground 
laid out to the same level as the lawns to the north, Excavations made 
in revealed the remains of a small marble fountain basin in front 
of the building on the east side. It was also known as the ‘Chota Rang 
hlahal’ or ‘ Kims Mahal ’ and it seems not unlikely that the water cliaimet, 
which runs through the centre of the other buildings to the north, continued 
past it also. Tliat the spjicc between the Mumfcaj Mfllial and the Rang 
Mahal was filled with buildings in the days of the last Emperor of Delhi is 
evident from old photugrsplis taken before the .Mutiny, 'while it is 
probable that in the days of Shahjahan, another snialler pavilion existed 


‘ Cwnringii Ey the JirtJHincE'it pan stal tLwn on tin? tnnrbki itlMlui, 
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hc^rc/ tlic tAn^e of arcaded, wldch fomied the aoutli bound ary df the frardeii 
of the Ran" Mahal, probably aoiitinniiig through k> the front u( the eaat 
wall of the Fort; any interspaces between the buildings oo the east outer 
wall would be filled with naarble screens to prevent the iiimatea of the 
harem being seen from tho: low ground between the Fort and the river, 

“ Last of all the seraglio buildings on the river face between the 
^lumtaz l^lalial and the Asad BnrJ) there came the Khurd Jatiaii (Little 
World). it was called we do not know, unless within it thercAvere 

collected different flow era and trees and nil that was nccesaary to make it like 
the w'orUl on a small acalc+”^ 

The K.4NG JIAHAL (Pakceof Colonr)^ so called from the coloiired decora¬ 
tion with \vhich it was formerly adorned^ lies immediately to the north of the 
^lumtaz Jfahal. The building w^as the largest nf the apartments of the 
Royal Beragliot and in the time of Bhahjnhan w^as known as the 
Initiyaz Jlahal (rnlace of DistinctifUi). The Court (Tironicier writes of 
It thatj ** in CJ^cellence and glori' it surpasses the eight-sided throne of 
heaven and in insirc and colour it is fat superior to the palaces in the 
promised paradise.*^ It is indeed to be regretted that ao few traces remain 
of its former elaborate decoration. The budding measures e^^tomally 153^ 
6" by 09' 3', and, withiii:, engrailed arches on twelve-sided piers divide the 
main apartment into fifteen bays, each 20* 0"^ square. These are eased 
in marble for IF 0^ uf their height, the point at w^hicb the arches spring 
from plaster capitals. On the soffits of the outer row of arches can still be 
seen Tcmaina of the old gilded decoration in the (omi of conventional flowers- 
It is raid that the original ceiling was of silver but that in the reign of Famikh- 
slyar it was taken off to supijly a pressing need/*^ and replaced by one of 
copper. In tho reign of Akbar 11 this latter w as also removed and a wooden 
one put uj}. Muhfimmad Balih, writing in the reign of Shahjaban, describes 
the origuuil ceiling a.s being '^gilded and onjamented with "olden flowers.'"' 
The eastern wall is pierced by five windows overlooking the river^ and from 
there the hdira of the zitiulna couhl catcii a glimpse of the elephant fights^ 
Avhich took place on the sandy foresliore at the foot of the w'alls^ and of which 
the Emperor was an interested spectator in the adjoining Musammon RurJ. 
Four of these windows are now filled with rectilinear tmeery of a type reminis¬ 
cent of Chinese decoration. The original glaring, which has entirely dis¬ 
appeared, was probably of panes of glass of that vivid colour^ still seen in 
one of the windows of the Haniman. The central window opening is enclc»sed 
with a frrune of flouiboyaiiit swirls, bulbous domes, and umbrella shaped flnials,. 
the whole an unpleasant foretaste of the decadence w hich set in with the reign 
of Aurungseeb. At each end of the main hall are smaller chambers^ surrounded 

^ of TVijfi BtAiri IhAt n iunaU (vivilliiiil knOuii Ki th<3 flmnJI Pln 4 X^ 

iikp mrul A minlrm aEii]£lmj'+ thu JJftnin (River) MahnJ cHmiijidetl tlilji The 

InUrr hmliliMg+hv ftayn, van oriMiti tUnn ttifl 4>thera* mil har| a an (heriiw fiisp 

^TumiutrihluJ hy thv al a Mnl. A a i^l1l iff t lii* Fiftl (Aki'n liefunid He* ?hlut iny 

bhuWrl A huilJill^ {kf thu 
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with a innrble dado^ waist^hifjhx the upper portions of the walla being relieved 
by conventional flora 1 designs in plaster^ set ofl with glass borders. Down 
the centTe of the building mm a marble water channel with a central fountain ^ 
basdnj burtetb till 190S, under u modern atone flcx>r. Ali Mardan^a canal, tap¬ 
ping the Jamna some sLv miles above Delhi to obtain the neccssarv fall, fed 
the Palace with many streauis of liiDpid w'at^^^r which fillc<l the tanhs, played 
the fountains and pourtnl like a i|uiek fall of atais” before the iJhiminatcd 
candle niehes. But of all these watenvays the moat favoured was the Kahr-i- 
Hihialit (fitream of Pnradiac) so called by Shohjahan himaelfJ^ Falling in a 
rippling cascade down the marble chide in the Bliali Biirj pa\dHon and flowing 
ahing the terrace that boidemd the Hay at Baksh garden, it traversed the 
chain of stately edllicea that lined the eastern wall of the Palace—Ham man, 
Diwiin-i-Kha&i and Kliwabgah—silently gliding beneath the ^lijsaii-i-Itisnf,^ 
across a sun-bathed court, into the cool <}f the Pang Mahal. Thence^ still 
southward, it passed through the little Rang Mahal Mumtaz Alalia I, and 
other buildings of the Impertal lautlna, sending out Khonts to feed the many 
chamiek and fouTdains. As Bernier tells us, nearly even' chamber has its 
resen-oir of ninning water at its door, on every side are gardensj delightful 
alleys^ shady retreats, streamB, fountains, grottoes^ deep ejEcavationa that 
afford shelter from the sun by day* * lofty divnns and terraces {>ii which to sleep 
cool at night. Elsew:here he says^ The water ol the canal + + ^, nina into 
the Seraglio, divides aud intersects eveiy- psirt and falls into the ditchea of the 
fortification.”* Still despite the aptfliation of its jewels and the lack of dancing 
waters this fountain basin is by far the nic^t charming of all those in the Fort 
and ia perhaps only Burpaftseil in elegance by the fonutain in the Mimmmaii 
Burj pavilion ut AgrR- Baiyyid Almiad says of the Rang Miihal, “ it lias a 
tank, the beauty of which baffles dcjseription. It b made of marble and 
fashioned in such a way that it TcsemblcB a full blown flower. Its inlay of 
flowers and foliage sa vatfous coloured stones has been so finely executed that 
it is beyond the pow er of miynne to describe it. Although the tank is seven 
square yet it is of very little depth. It b just like the palm of a hand. 
Tlte pirticukr beauty of this m that, when it is .hill of rippling w-ater, the 
foliage of the inlay work appears to wave to and fro. fn ita centre is a 
beautiful flower like a cup of marble; moreover* on each cuning point and 
arelied cuap, floivers and leaves of coloured atonea spring from creeping pluiitii^ 
aud creeping plants from flow ers and leaves. Within the cup you w ill find a 
ho^e througb which the water bubbles up from a hidden channel undenieath. 
The sheet of w^atcr falling from the edges of the cup and the waving of the 
plants and flowers under the danehig w^atcr are nothing less than a scene of 
mngic/* 


^ Manu^^i. AV4Knrt sfo iTTiiw's ImiLsIat irjn, Vol. I, p. I Si, ** Ui^t -Shnhjnhnn t^nU'rrtl 

a>iut' beautiful Hifh tfi l^r tbitiu'U iiito llilf ifliml wills in thtib- imih ring linviklj' 

Oliti rahy atul Iwii N-n;l-tM-Kr!il." 

* Hit jnt!.tL45-.^' 

■ A’Nrnf^ of hidm |£lU7-lnO?«, p|j. 
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^luhamnmd Salih is likcwifw moved to enthusiasni : “ In the midst of 
thft Centra] hnll is a shallow tank designed on geometrical principles. It is 
Jecomted with points and on each point there is a hole through which the water 
of life Imhbles out from the jets fixed above, cnhaiieing the pleasant* 
ness of the sunmindinga and the beauty of the builclmg. The mind of man. 


iKuiIq. per«i«ng this wonder, is amazed. The channels on the four sides, led 
from this sunlikc fountain, pour their waters in the form of a cascade, into a 
basin made cd one piece of marble, and on Iramng this the water flows into the 
main channicl running into Ihe midst (of the gardens). The stone of this 
basin is one of the wonders of the world and came from theMakrana Quarry. 
By order of his 3faj<aty, the basin wna made square, four griz by four gaz* with 
a depth of one and n lialf gftz. It was bniught by iiicana of a hundred 
mechanical contrivances from Matmiia to Shiihjubanabud. a distance of one 
hundred kiir6}r and placed here,” 

The basin, to wliidi the historian refers, stnsod fora long time in the Queen’s 
Gardens but was brought back in 1911 to the jmlaec gardens and now stands 
in the centre of the large tank between the Rang Muhul and the Diwan-i-*.\mm. 
The courtyard, of which this large tank was, the central feature, was formerly 
" ito estenaive that it was hiid out na a garden with ebanneb dotted with jets.’' 
Bishop ITcher writing in the early year of the I9tli century says that, " ail 
these were destroyed when he saw the Fort and that instead wretched houses 
had been built.” “The gardens contaitied an orchunl 107' ifiiz y 115' 
wiiich was surrounded bv a screen-like railing of redstone. Tbe niiling was 
decorated with two thousand liiiials of gold. On the three sides of the court¬ 
yard beautiful houses ond charming arcades were built, seventeen /jas wide, 
and below the plinth of the jiiilace, on the west side, lay this garden.” The 
bottom of the large central tank, which measures I2fi' O'X 123' 6", Is now 
grassed, owing to the impiissibility of allowing water to stond there, and so 
encouraging the breeditig of inoBrjuItoes. 

The foundations of the houses and an-ades, on the north and south aide 
of the garden, were located by exenration and are now represented by shrub- 
beri«, as is the colonnade on the third or west side, a eontiimution of the pro¬ 
jecting block at the back uf the Diwan-i-‘.\tnm. and through which the 
Emperor passed from bis private apart,ments to the Hall uf Justice. ''From 
the back of the King's private entrance to the /WnJt-ffl there is an open 
gallery overlooking the garden and thence a winding stairway leads direct to 
the colonnade ^low. It is easy to imagine the Emperor, wearied with the 
ministration of justice or bored by an audience of foreign ciiibussics. seeking 
relief in the cool of the Rang .Mahal, resplendent with colour and marbie, and 

I Thcfit' diracuiiTO* give the ttilD nn 10' 5" Hqunii? >. V O' tl^p. Ai-tiij.1 gho ii !(/ 3^ 3'To' 
deep. 

* A'wjipA - n^boui ^ miJM. Dtfltjkiii^ci an. enJW flatif ^irAkriuiii ,xwi IX-lhi iti mlxiut 

mo imipit. 

" TliB mewuwiiicnl of Ih4> ^ vwks eonsidt nibly, ]i is between rtf* und 3'0', H fonribta 
of two Awrf, Ibp Aorl bemg Iho lUiitilnce letWeVn tfa- poii t of tjie rilicn, win a b.‘ia, lunl thu 
tUiS <il tbe 

* Lit. t^lkuuring pidioe. 
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musical with the suMucd mimnur of falling waters, and the voices of hh 
chosen ladies.” SayyId Ahmad states that^ near the cornera of the Kang 
Mahal were four stoue kiosks which could be closed with Mli$ in the summer- 
tiniCj and turned into ikam,** 

" It is fortunate that the historian has added a drawing^ of the facade 
from which we are able to learn what these kiosks were libep for no vestige of 
them now remains except their foundations. They were by no means an im- 
pTovement to the facade with their pointed roofs and slender shafta. The 
drawing—niore accurate than the description—shows but two of these pavilions 
at the ends of the main facade. The accumey of Saijyld Ahmad^a descrip¬ 
tion may also be doubted qii other points ; for it appears that there was never 
any marble above the necking of the piers and w-hat he mistook for inlay was 
painted oroameut.^* * 

From this illustration vre also learn that the arches of the facade we^e 
filled in with an open pcrfJdA screen, apparently of marble, the traces of which 
are still to be seen; while the centre opening was further elaborated by the 
introduction of moulded columns and a triple arch. Above, the small screens 
were small windows filled with jnU, similar to that seen on the aorf h and south 
facades. Altogether, the illustration mokes the west front of the Mahiil more 
attractive than it is now under its coat of whitewashed plaster.Carr 
Stephen and Keene both erroneously describe it as being built of grey 
sandstone.^* 

From the Kang Mahal the Emperor passed across a narrow court to 
his private apartments under the arcade before the Scales of Justice. 
fai^adc is of white marble and now' shows no signa of hEmng been coloqred, 
nil traces having been bleached out by the blaze of sun which beats fiercely 
on this wall throughout the day. Until recently there was a buttress wall 
jutting out some IV if into the court at the west angle, A careful inspection 
showed that neither this wall nor the one on a correapondiiig pH:>sition on the 
north side of the Kliiis MuhaH was structurally necessary, and as they w^ere of 
obviously modem construction, the core being of modern bricks, they were 
demolished. It was then discovered that considerable traces of colour re¬ 
mained high up the wall where the protecting ckijja had cast its shadow. 

From this it is safe to presume that the elaborate painted deeoratiou of the 
interior originally extended to the exterior of the buJIdiug, and T believe this 
instance to be uiiique.^''^ 

The following account of these buildiiigs has been taken from Carr Stephen's taseiH 
Arch/x^oi^j^jij IhthL — “ Corresimudiug to the Eoyal Baths, and on the south J^hanah. 

of the Diwand-KImss, is a suite of rooma, built throughout of marble andcAH^A^HJ 
divided into two ec|iial parts by the marble canal already described. Between SAITILVK. 


^ A kifitli Ctf ctjanm gru.'ia friHd ^kioL taiUi miro iHEidi.s 
’ Tka cn^innL may bo seen Id tliu MlitfK-'una. 

“ Op. CiL 

* AnDlhernamD for tht eoUeetlon room^ loiowa oji the Khannhj, And 

Boithak, 

* Op. -ctf. 
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thea^ tmim and the Diwan-i-Khass, the pavement mol marble nDtl is about 
46 feet ^vide.*‘ 

The Tasbih Khnnah,^ Khwabgab^ and Baitliak^ fomi one building ] the 
former consists of a row of three rcM>ms facing the Diwrin-i-Khagg ; a second 
TOW of three roon^$ behind this is known as the Khw'abgah and the adjoin¬ 
ing halb which ia about half the width of tho Kiivvabgah^ wm indiscriuiia- 
atdy called the Baithak or the Toahah Khanah (Ward Robe). The 
three apartments together may be equal in size to the Diwati i-Eliiisa.” At 
the suggestion of the Hon. Jlr* \\\ M, Hailcyj. CTiief Conunisflioner of DeUiit 
two of the western apartments are now fttmiphed in the ^fughal manner 
so that visitors to the Falacc may be able to repiclure tbo interior arrange¬ 
ments of a room during this period. Hiere ia nothing particular to notice 
either in the Tasbih Khanah or the Baithak i the Khwabgati, however^ 
deaer\^es more than passing attention. As already stated, it is the name 
of the three rooms in the oentro ol the building ; the middle room h about 
4~j feet by 16 feet^ those on its esat and on its wc®t are about half its size. 
The tliree rooms communicated with ono another through arched doors in 
the centre room ; the walls were at one time inlaid with precioua stones 
which were pillaged by the attendants of the conrt and have recenth-- been 
Topaired w'ith great Buoecss.^ In the northern and southern walls of tho 
centre room there are arched doors covered wdth marble screcuSj and under 
the arches there are inscriptions of historical fame ....... the work of 

iSaduHtih Khan, the Wazir of Shahjahan. On the outer eastern face of the 
door of thLs room there is another inscriptiou, which is also said to be the 
work of the same author.'^ 

English tmnslatiou of the inscription on the southern Arch.—'" Praise be to 
Cod I how beautiful are these painted mansions and how chaimingaTc these 
residences: a ^rt of the high heaven- When I say the higb-minded 
angels are desirous of looking at them> if people from different parts and 
directions (of the world) should come (hece) to walk round them as (they walk) 
round the old house (Kabah), it would be right; and if the beholders of the 
two worlds sliould run to kiss their highly glorious threshold as (they kiss) 
the black stone (of KfEbali]^ It wmuld be proper. The commencement of this 
great fort, which is higher than the palace of the heavens and is the envy of 
the wall of Alexander; and of these plca^nt edificea and of the garden of 
Hayat Bakhah, which is to these buildings as the soul is to the body^ and 
the lamp to an assembly; and of the pure canal, the limpid neater of wliich 
is to the peraon poaoesdng sight oa a wmrld-rcflccting mirror, aTid to the wise 
the unveiler of the secret world ; and of the Avatcr-falls, each of which you 
may aay m the whiteness of the dawn or a tablet of sccreta of the Table and 
the Pen (of Fate); and of the playiug fountains each of which k a hand of 
light.*^ 

* Jiac* whenj ilti!' piaiii<«a i^f 0wl ixc roGountcn hy tbr tcUnig of tcadt. 

i Hdtiao of drauiuf. 

* Pluce w hErc people fit #iieI convorEo- 

* Sir. Carr liu kKik m JS7d. 
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traiiialation of the Inscription on the Northern Areh.—”IlUing 
to shake hands ^71 th the inhabitanta of hcaren or they ate bright pentla 
alighting to reward the inhabitants of the earth ; and of the tank^t tha 

water of life (and) in its purity the mvj ol the light and the auOt announced 
on the i:2th Zilhtj in the 12tli holy year of the ascension, corresponding to 
1043 A. II.^ the delightful tidings of happiness to the people of the world. 
And the conipletion of it which was effected at the expense of 50 }<ics of 
rupees, on the 24th Eabhid-Awal in the 21 st year of the auspicious ascension 
corresponding to 1053 A, H., by the ^iory of the happy feet of the sovereign 
of the earth, the lord of the world^ the founder of these heavenl 3 % pleasant 
ruansioiis, Shibahu-d-dm Jluhaoiinad^ the second Lord of felicity, Shlhjaliln^ 
the king champion of faith* opened the door of favour to the people of the 
world."' 

English translation of the verses" on the wall— 

May the Emperor of the world, Shahjahan, by his good fortune, the 
aecrond Lord of felicitVj 

In the royal palace, with great magnificence^ ever be like the sun on 
the sky* 

As long as fonudation is indispensable with this building. 

May the palace of hia good fortune touch the highest heaven. 
Wonderfully charming is this adorned palace, 

“ A paradise embellished with hundred beauties, 

“ Dignity is a sign to represent its greatness. 

** Felicity is in the embraces of its hall, 

(Incomplete) 

(Incompleted 

Wlifsever nibbed bis head sincerely with its foot, 

“ Ilia honour incrcaiied+ like (the swelling) of the (river) Jim (Janma) 

“ When tiTue erected its wall, 

** It set a mirror before the face of the suii, 

“ The face of its wall is ao decorated, that it demands from the pointers of 
China a fee for showing its face. 

Time extended such an {affectionate) hand over its head (was so favour¬ 
able to it), 

“ Tliat the sky borrowed height from it. 

III its playing fountains, and river-ltke tank, 

The sky washed its face with the water of the earth. 

As it is the seat of a just King. 

** So it is the King of all other buildings,^" 

Count Von Orlich^ visiting Delhi in 1843, says tliat “ before the entrance to 
the residence of the Great Mogul, a pair of scales are suspended over a stone 
seat, to indicate that justice alone is administered in these apartmciitii. As 
we entered the halls which lead to the King's apartnaenta we saw a rhapsodi^t* 
who was sitting before the bed chamber of the Great Mogul and relating tales 

I 11ii? inapcKTliun 14 4?blil^rnled luid n DO lo ba fonad, 
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in n. bud voice. A simple curtain hung between him and the King, who 
was lying on a conich and whoni thcflc tales w-ere to lull to fileep.”* 
MUSAifMAN Adjoining the eastern wall of the Khwabgah, and nverlooking the 
river, 13 the domed bn bony (also known as the Btirj-i-Tila or Golden Tower) 
which Bernier^ who, however, bad never seen piaised so extravagantly. It is 
octagonal in plan and roofed by a dome, once cased in gilded copper and now 
covered with lime plaster- Three ont of the eight sides of this room arc cut 
off by the Khwabgah, and of the rcmainiiig five sides which overlook the 
river^ four are filled with marble screens; in front of the fifths which is in 
the middle of the Burj, there ia a small covered balcony, added by Akbat II, 
who abo engraved tiivo inscriptions on its arches. 

English translation of the first inscription : 

Praise and thankfulness are worthy of the Lord of the world, 

Who made such an Emperor the King of the age; 

Who is descended from a royal father and grand-father, up to Timur> 
(And is) protector of the world, having his court [as high as) sky* 
and soldiers (as numerous as) stars. 

SPuinu-d dliii Abmn-nasr Akbar^ Ghazi, 

King of the world, conqueror of the age, and shadow of Goi 
On the face of i^lusamman Burj^ built anew such a scat that the sun 
and the moon fixed (sewed) their eyes on it. 

“ Baj pdu-ah"Sbnara was ordered lor its date. 

“ So that the black letters, written, may reimin on the white (ground). 

“ The Sa}yid wTote the chronDgram of this building. 

May the seat of Akbar be of exalted foundatiom The year 

1 ’ 223 /' 

English translation of the second inscription : 

*-0 {thou who hath) fetters on your legs, and a padlock on your 
heart, beware [ 

And 0 (thou) whose eyelids are setvn up, and whose feet are deep in 
the mire, beware! 

Thou art bound towards the west ; but thou hast turned thy face to 
the east. 

0 traveller 1 Thou hast turned thy back on thy destination, beware !” 

'‘The eunuchs,” says Bernier, writing of the Musamnian Buij, “speak 
with extravagant praise of a small tower, facing the riveFi which is coveted 
with plates of gold in the same manner aa the towers of Agra ; and its a^ura 
apartments are decorated wdth gold and azure, exquisite paintings and magtii- 
ficent mirrors.” 

A ptojecting but} of this typo ou the east w'all was a common feature 
of the Mughal palace and is found at Agra and Lahore. From it the 
Emperor used to appear to the throngs gathered below the Fort, while at 


* Sfro-Rcirf in Von Qilichi Vul. If, p, 
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Agra Jahiiiglr caiu^cd a rope of belb to be suspended betwoesx the burf aod 
the gromid belotv^ lor the lise of aupphants. 

The dars/uin or " showing" eetemony was considered a most impor- 
tant proeednre and was obacrved daily by the caTlict Mughal Emperore* 
In n court where an Emperor^s life was in hourly danger such a ceremony 
was the onl}^ sign by which his siibjeets knew whether he wna aUve^ Wo 
read of one Emperor being even carried to the jharoka on his aick bed rather 
than omit the observance of the dar^ihaii. It ie interesting to note that the 
ceremony was revived at the Coroimtion Darbar, Tlieir Imperial Majesties 
Kin^' George V and Qncen Mary appearing from the balcony of the Musaniman 
Bur] to the crowd gathered on the ground between the Fort and the river, 

Tlio Khizri gate below it has already been oojiimetited upon. 

The original dome of the Musamman Burj was of quite different section 
to the present one and was, as stated above, covered with copper. TJie latter 
was removed after the Mutiny, together with the copper coverings of tlie pavi¬ 
lions at the comets of the roof of the Diwin-i-Khass and sold by the Prize 
Agent. 

The l>IWAJf-I-KUA.Sf? tvbs also known as theShih Malial (Koyal Paince). 
It, like the Diwan-i-’Amin, hacl a courtyard in front of it to the west, cncloBed 
by colonnades. The entrance to the couTtyard, nearest the Diwun'i- 
KliHSB and knoUTi as the Jilaa Khitna (Abode of Splendour) was on the westt 
and was kept screened by a red gurtahis the Fardoh, In this court the 
Umilms and nobles of highest rank were wont to wait on the Emperor. It 
wmy together with the lesser court., which lay immediately to the west, 
removed after th e Mutiny, but from old plans and ample evidence fort booming 
in the CvTCayationSj it has been possible to lay out the present lawns and 
shrubberies so as to demarcate with accuracy their lorniet aligiunent. 

The hall U 90'' Q* in length and 6T' iu width and stands on a plinth 4" G* 
in height. Fergusson considere it “ if not the moat beautiful, certainly the 
most highly ornamented of all Shahjahan^a bnildiiigs,*^ The central chamber 
measures 4^" O'' by 27" O'. The ceiling Ls ihit and supported by engrailed arches. 

* Pietra dura ^ work is freely used on the low^er portions of the arch piers, the 
upper portions being treated with gilding and painting. A marble water 
channel, the same Kfthr-bBihishfc, 12' O'' in width, nins through the centre 
of the hall. The marble dais is said to have suppr^ited the famous peacock 
throne of gbslLjahan, valiidi at isome six million aterling, and which was 
removed hy Kadir Shah in 1739. Over the arthea at the south end of the 
central chamber will be noticed the famous inscription If there is a pi^radise 
on the face of the earthy it ia thia, it is thist it m this.^^ 

This building is perhapii bound up moie closely than any other with the 
histor 3 ^ of the Mughal Empire. The favourite resort of the Emperor w^ho built 
it, it witnessed in turn the heyday and the decibie of the hom^ of Timur. 

"Here, in 1715^ the Scottish Surgeon Gabriel Hamilton, who cured the 
Emperor FanrukhRij^ar, on the eve of his marriage, was rewarded by permifi- 
aton of hia employers to establish a facto^ and to maintain a territory 
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of 38 towjis oil the banks of the HughlJ, which was the loundatioo of the 
* Presidency of Fort. WiUkm/ and all that haa once sprung thetefron]i+”^ 

In it Kadir Slilli received the aubmissiou of Muhammad Shikb tMugbal 
Emperor IIIB—1748) in 1739, and deprived him of the most valuable treaaiares 
of his aucestors. The predatory hordes ofJats, ^ilamthasand Eobillas, wbieh 
harassed iii turn the last Emperora of the line^ d^poiled it of ita remaining 
treasures, while it is said to have been the place whereLn the aged Shih Alani 
was blinded by the brigand Ghulaui Qadit. in it Lord Lake was thanked for 
delivering the tottering empire from the house of Sciiidhin, while in May 1S&7 
the mutineera chose it as the cdiHec wherein to proclaim Bahadur Sbiib II 
once inore Emperor of Hindustan ^ all tm witting that some seven monthii 
later he was to he tried m the same hall for his life. 

In earlier tunes it w as known as the Shah MaJial or Daiilat Khanud-KhasS 
and eveii, by a misuomer, as Gkit9l K/ifrmi." Abdnl Hotnid Laliori, Shah- 
jahan’s court chronicler, tells ns the purpofte of such a hall, and the names 
by which it was biowm :— 

“The Buulat Khauad-Khass, by the wonderfalart of expert artists 
and astonishing craftstnen, has been built between the 
apattment and the Biwan-i-'Amm, and the Lord, Possfesaot of 
the world, alter leaving the l)iwiii-i-'A mm, honours that delightful 
houae, and reposes on the royal tlironc. Here certain important 
affairs of state, which are not knowm except to eonhdauts and 
court favourites,, are settled by the probleni-aolvjng attentioii 
of the Emperors heavcn-like courts and angel-like power.” 

** Aa this prosperous house adjoins the Hammain, it is therefore known 
by the name of GhushKhiina (a mme which was givcii to such 
huil^igs in the time of His Maiealy Akhar). In the ^present) 
auspicious reign it is called Daulat Kliuna i-Kha^.”^ 

Bernier states tliat few^ are sufJered to enter ” the Diwan-i'Kha^; the 
Umaras were received therein by the King every e vening, as in the moniiug at 
the Diwaii-i-^Amm, and ” were they remiss ” in attendance something %vas 
retrenclied from their pay. 


» H* *mdbook tQ Ikihi, p. 1S4. Tho biithcHradd^ ihut Ur- iii EthcM cpT olJ 

C‘Dl4jut0i.r disbimljlu t|i^ Kod cmlpavonTB t* $hvw Lbiit the stojy hjw vtny litdCr it anvj foundii. 
tbn 

* IUaiiuhcI PtJcRt to fiao ISwin i-KIlW aa tho Ohust Khisna m Ww following iPfuiaa^fo. 

'' Four lioJSMp Timify J!A<ldlod fur ^inji-rsnaDjr* are ktipt Pti-4tt Hid door of ilho tihswl Eliam 
tlie pJsw! wltewf sttdbJicu k ipven mmlI jtisilku Kthiiwiiiw ‘■'Tfaii 

piincv (SLib AJrtm) hM me m uudIi ilfipL’tEon lliKl lit.^ |;raaltL-d mo iX^rmtMlDn to outer 
tbt GhuA £lidnat k A lHwfBl plauu tlio bwand mtiUtiiHKi ia yiven aiKl 

ihfi cpuiveQ uM. Jjito il onlv t\uh priiieipid LouUantl oAltVhs of Um court, 
nuftnitjjj to thxi Ituyai 4 !%tJLblk|im«iit Manuooi naja tliAl tjjore b on officer §13]^ 
Utrt^ha Do cw* i:\iaqm tl>Hrv|-ha of t|m KMs l|iat h, oJEeur of the Bhown 

Bcnliuib .; tho ivwjon u ttftf Uie ccij])]U 4 iy to wlikli tlLiM ii^uki k gi^tn oro all mokixl 
mrn iilid of tbo uoblmt lomiUw. OldbaHly tboy llUmEH^r 4,000 hareomofi. TbLs 
(ifliror hma Lhai^r^ of tbo CiiEtiHil CitHo fthiinahh’' 

a A Up p. *20 J Jp i^ort Jl, Pn 2S7. Jmai-i J^uhk^ 

ifTO-SCi 
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Tlie decoration of ita ceiling ia highly pmised by natives hiatoriaiis as well 
as by European traveUeri. Muhamiiiad Salih says, that 0 were spent 
on it+^ 

Sayytd Ahmad hua the follomng accounti of this chamber:— 

** To the north ol the Khwabgah, a big square (cAawi), is to be eeeUj. 
and to the east of this, is a platfomi ga^ high, in ita centre is 
built the Diwan-i-Khass Pabce. 

'"Through ita centre there flows the ebanncl, tolled Nahr-i-Bihislits 
which is 4 wide. In the middle of thb edifice^ another Toom 
13 in length and 10 g(iz in breadth»is made by erecting square 
coluinn^ with a platform lu the centre. Comelians^ coralsj and 
other precious stones are inlaid in the dado in which flowers and 
foliago have also been car\'ed/* 

‘■From dado to ceiling it is ornamented with.golden w'ork. Its win¬ 
dows on the river side are closed by finely carved scrccnSj the per- 
fomtioiis of which are tilled with glass. To the w'cst of this there 
is a courtyard, 70 guz by fiO gaz^ round which rooms and arches 
of red sand-stono have been biiilti and to tire west of tliis is an 
entrance w hich was connected with the Diwaii'i-'^Aiiiro by a pas¬ 
sage. In front of the entrance a red curtain h fixed up. At the 
time when the darbar is heldj oil the'E/juJf^fs perfomi the c-eremony 
of obeisance from this place. There is another gateway to the 
north of this courtyard leading to the Hayat Bahkhsh Garden* 
and to the south is a gateway leading to the entrance of the Royal 
Harem. In front of the central arch of this building, towards 
the courtyard, a marble balustrade is erected. It is know^n by 
the name of 0lt<iid-h{mdi4-Dmin-i-KMss. Its ceiling was of pure 
silvcTjbutin the raids of the Marathas and Jats it was torn 

Ahmad 8hah"s contemporary historian says that, it was from off the 
Diwan-i-Xliess that Badu,^ on account of his mean nature and the nairowiies^ 
of his mind, took the silver of its ceiling, and turned it into money.Keene 
{llujidbook to p, 131) states that the original ceiling w^as silver mkid 

with gold at a cost of 3^ heif of nipces, which when l4>Qted and melted dow^ii 
by the Moratliaa in ITfiO realized M He adds in a footnote that this act 

of spoliation was perpetrated by them under Skisadiva Eao Bhao, and in 
ITfil, Ahmad Shah Hunrani inflicted on them a crushing defeat at Panipat. 
Tlie hall had previously been despoiled in 1757 by jUimad Shaln who among 
other plunder, took back with him a Mughal Princess aa consorts 


1 0H-, iol. im, 

^ AlAam^^lSaiiadid. CnwDjwrvn 10O4, Chapt4-»r H^pp. 41-42. 

* BAdiE. Ouu of th^ Pg^Iiwd^ ef lh<^ JifAnEtliAn. 

• KhaianaIt^i-AmiTiih. Ginitim ‘Ali IDOO, p. 10*. 
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Th® following excollont dcscriptlori of tbe famous PEACOCK THRONE 
is giv^JD in tbe Badshali Xamali, 

“ Since ffom time iniiuemDTiat and ycAt in year ont^ vatious jewels 
of great prieej each of tlieni worthy to be an ear-rbig for ^‘'etniia 
and to be set in the belt for tbe sun, were kept in tbe Inipenal 
Treasury ; it had occurred to the inspired miiad (of tbe Emperor)^ 
in the early years in the benebcent reign, that the collection of 
sneb Tare presents and accimmlatiou of ao niau}" precious things, 
was only meant for tbe adomnieut of the Empire^ and to uicrease 
its onsanientation. Therefore, they ought to be made use of in 
such a pkee that spectators might enjoy the world-enUghtening 
beauty of the produce of tlie ocean and the mine, and they should 
ako be an added lustre to the Palace^ Orders were issued that 
all kinds of rubies, diamonds, pearls and emeralds, the value of 
which was estimated at tw o hundred of mpeeSr and in addition, 
those in the charge of the provincial treasury officers, should be 
brought for His Jbijcstyk inspection, excepting only the Emperork 
personal jewels, kept in the jewel office of the heaven-like palace 

** Great and valuable jewels, tbe weight of which w^as fifty thou^nd 
and the price of which was eighty-six foes of rupees, 
were selected and entrusted to Eebadal Khau,^ the Superinten¬ 
dent (A the goldsFEiiths" office, iti order that the jewels might be 
studded in a slab made of one foe of tolas of pure gold, which is 
equal to two hundred and fifty thousand and the price 

of which was fourteen hes of mpeeg. This slab w^as 3J: by 21 

imperial gaz with a height of o jas.” 

"" It was desired that the uistde of the ceiling of tbe throne should he 
inofitly enamelled, and the icst set with jewels^ and that the out¬ 
side should be adorned ^ith rubies and other precious atones. 
It was to be supported by twelve emerald coloured eolmxins. 
Above the ceiling two images ol peacocks, set in bright geroa, were 

* Somu wiittiB place rho psMiKk throne in ihtt Diwcn-i-'j^inL Oftrr Stypticii, howtvuF, 

0'^ the* * opinion thuti the Ihronn iiood oa the miublo ifithi at in th& fJiwnu-i-ILh^. 

Bernier, on the cerntran , drsHnibfM the tliroiie Jiji4 in hil¥ UL-^n|iLiun at the foot of Ibo throne 

WPO a^tenalCil^ oil thi;» Umraluv in dP|hjilI Lipen an by n ^-iltar 

imiling. Ifllcr ho adda, with ivimaco to the court onLfEtle tlio building in which tho throne 

Mt4MHl, ftA to thn BTOBde j^nJltnESi rouml the court every ^rnwrci hod received ordnra to dooomto 

of tbein nt fais ow'a cxpcD-vc, wnd thero appeared a jipint of Emulation who uhoiild heat acquit 
hiiivself to the Muttoieh^i irmtkfactloii." 

C<*iB»ciuently all tho oioadc^ and were coverod from top to bottom T^ith brocade 

oml tho povetftoafa witli rich carpets.” Tho conrtrard of tits Diwao-i-'Amm w'ould From to bo 
hero referred t*. Tavernier aay« ^ tlte Groat Mot»ul Iwid seven mapnittc^nt thrones and that tho 
prin'"ipal throBo at™l in t ho hail of the lirU court' ; i.r,, the Dlwin^^Aium, 

* ThB if o weight eqaat to drnnur. 

» Th'ia mentiun of tLu officer to whom tin; work Wftft eblro£t4!^ thifWB Ijiaf the ^iatcixLcnt 
or Mr. Ecroafnid in hia Guido to Delhi that tlio Throne '' wag. pbmicd and CKevnUd under the 
ijuprrUion of Aus^Liu de Bordeauxy {m Cnir Stepfi^n, .-trr^cBofafj^ of p, 2^1) fa not 

^nbaUntiated by Dativo hi^toriaea For Bt-Wdnl Khan v, JfadlAirv.f.Comoro, vqL I, 
pp, 40 O' 4 U& 
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to be made, and bqhreeii theni a tme of rubies, diamoudSp eiuemlda^ 
and peatla was to be fixed. To ascend tte throne three steps, 
studded with beautiful geius, were to be prepared." 

" III the course of seven years tlus heaveit-hke throne was completed 
at the cost of a hundred of nipees, which is equal to three 
hundred and thirty three thousand of Iraq, and to four 

erore I'hanir current in Tmiisosauia (ilJwt'(7raMU-iVb^ar).” 

** Of tbn eleven gbiba covered with jewels and erected round the throne 
for leaning against, the central one, on Tvhich the Emperor, a 
Solomon in rank, leans, by placing on it his tmth-seeking hand, 
was estimated at ten ines of mjiees. And of the Jew'ek set in the 
throne, there was a ruby in the centre, valued at one tac of rupees, 
w hich Shah Abbas,-King of Persia, had sent to his late Majesty^ 
as a present by the hand of Zanbil Peg. Ilis late Majesty (&hlh 
Abb^) had sent it by '"AlEnu Afzal Khan to the w orld-conquer¬ 
ing Emperor, His JInjesty, the second Lord of the happy conjunc¬ 
tion, m a reward for subduing the Deccan. At fimt, the sublime 
name of His Majesty^ the Lord of happy conjunction*, the pole 
of the Fftitb and of Eeligion, and that of JlirKa Shah Eukh^ and 
Mirza Ukgh Beg, w'ere w^ritten ,over iL After some time it fell 
into Shah Abbas* hand, who also put bis iiainc on it, and when 
it was received by His late Majesty, he added his own name with 
that of his illustrious father. Kow it has received fresh light and 
brightness, and iiiesiiiuable adornment from the exalted name 
of the King of the seven climes, and the Emperor of throne and 
Crown 

'*The following poetty^„ composed by Muhammad Khan Qiithi\ the 
last lino of w^hich gives the date, w'as written by the order of the Emperor, 
on green enamelled w^ork inside the throne:— 

1, "How' auspidous is the liupeml throne. 

MThich has been made ready by Divine help, 

2. "*Oii the day when heaven desired to construct it^ 

** It first melted the gold of the sun. 

3* ** By the ortler of the Emperor, the azure of the heaven, 

*^w'aa exhausted on its decoration. 


^ amirrud ; a mone^ equal Iq 10,000 arabki silver draiimM (vi’kieh aim 

a*3fnit iHiDUhinl 1 dm lliftii dI l\lti atlO equtval^tu to HftDDn ilollADi Ami m hiifp 

* Shiih AhUa fA.D. waft a etjnlempDfiify uf the EmtKjfor 

JAliAngir. 

■ The Jajtitai ui nre m tlie text. It Woe ii timQ lor JakinsiT hUdF 

biaflealh bod litontly “ m-^tlmg in pnnidbe.'"' 

* H« iTDJeni to Tiainr wku Is ^allod " SahA Here Lliu word XAdNi is orintwl hv tnu- 

take. 

* Qnd^i U hift pOdtkMiJ name. He wob m Shnhj^onV time^ and diixl 

ia A.H. lOi^ tA.D- ^ T. W- BonJe, London* ISIH. 
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i. “ \^Tiat is tbe use of gold ot of jewels but to dccomte this throne ? 

‘ It was the secret of the ptoduee of ooesu and mine. 

5. On aeeoimt of its ruby wlueb is beyond value, 

*^The heart of the rcd-Iipped beloved is ^casj. 

fi* CrowTia, set with jewels^ and lin^* holding jewels in theJr eyes^ 

* ^ waited for long (in the hope that the}’") might be set m its 
supports. 

7. The world had become so short of gold on accoimt of its use in 

the throne, 

That the purse of the earth w as empty of treasure. 

8. *■ Should the sky succeed in reaching the foot of the throne, 

“ It will oftcr to it the sun and moon m a gift- 

“ The august peisoniige who rubbed his head on its base, 

Had to add the heaven as a step to (approach) the throne. 

10. " The tribute of ocean and mine is ita robe. 

“ The ehadow^ of it is (like) the shelter of the Divine throne and 
seat. 

11. “It is decorated with various jewels. 

** Its eveiy' particle is a lamp to the world. 

13h “ In its tades there are flovreis of azure-like eolour* 

Shedding light like the lamp from Mount ^inai. 

13. As his (Solomon^s) hand could not rciieh it. 

He set the precious stone of his ring on its steps. 

14 A dark night by the Instris of its rubies and pearls, 

Can lend stsm to a hundr«i skies. 

15. ** As it kiaaes the foot of Shlhjaban, 

" So ita rank b above the heavens. 

Its* “ The bestower of the world, and the prosperous kipg^ 

Spends the tribute of the whole earth on one tbrane. 

IT, Almighty Allah who cjEslted the heavenly Throne and Seat, 

“ Can make such a throne, through Ifis Divine Power. 

18- As long as a trace remains of e^tence and space, 

'* Bhahjahan shall continue to sit on the throne. 

HI. May such a throne be his seat every day, 

“ ’N^hich baa the tribute of seven climes under one of its steps. 

30. “ WTien the tougue asked the heart for its date, 

“ It replied. This b the throne of the Just Emperor,^’- 

The chronogram ** Aumng-t-ShahamMh-i-adil'^ gives the date A- H, 1044 
(A,D. 1634). 

i thif ftocilwtfi far tEe iftTreJs, 

■ A'nmd^, vul. 1> Part II, pp. TS-Sl. Mm «HJ Maiitliini-UrHiBJii, vd. h 

■I05-4<JS. 
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It k well known that the Peacock Throne wm takcp to Persia^ by Xadir 
Slwih in A* * ** H* 1152 (A. D, 1T39}.- Tavernier priced it at lG0,50(h<XK) franco 
or £6,42D^.QQ(> sterling. The white marble dab^ on which it b said to have 
rested, was removed (roin the central room during the visit oI the Prince of 
Wales in 1876 and placed in the east ai&le ol the hall where it now stands, 
{Ar^k^ologij of BeBii, Keene* p. 13 h) 


^ ^lir^ Mulijun ctlimI .MaljJi, Tarikh Jahiin Kii*J>ai p. 242. Aho 

MfiiHfhirti-i’Uniafaf toL I, l>. 40S. 

* TllO foUowjag eiLlraol from. Persia Und persiam ijnerflwn by Ulfl Hun. G. N. Ctiincoci, ^.f., 

will dispol At enDQ the Hit;* t^iAt tlm PcAc^ik Throuti of itus 5loguF n atill fixianti— 

Jr; tblfi Uilctoiad, hut whh Itu gfon'kig eoui^Juliun tliAl iIjei inntlcrn Takbt^i-^Taod.^ 
hAtJ a lery Hbadowy if liny at Alh with tho ptuaJornl irao^unn of 

Diilhi* I itimi'J to H5D]!it4!aipor*Ui>OUiJ ro^urtl^r 1 found ia Muloolnir of 

Pettia^ voir ii, p, itT), tli4kt Xiidtr ShaE wAit so fonil of tho ivol poAcook T'lmaiO of 
tLo GifiAti Uiat ho liAds ah omot dupIkAfo of it niLftile ia Olhor iDwottf. 

TJiii lafi two l^Moot Tllivhoft lo bifcdpaiolwht'd tjOtw4>oii hta doatb and tbo oud 
of the laRt contury, a caciyflroptio w‘hbh Li tho anniohy ajhJ violonoo of ibu^ 
tbac^ would ba\u boou ia no anlikoly occurronoei * but it left- tbn T akh t-I, 
Taocia BDOipbini^d^ ^ urnfor no eiicuniH tom?!?* fould tbo lot tot ho doMiibod a« 
# dupKu^ato (if T&veriiicr’^ urigiaAl. NoWp Ikuwovotp 1 oatno icrosu a [m^giD in 
J'nMH^rV ^ l^iiurAMui In wEk-b ha mL-satioiii! ihA^t r»ti old Karri told hira ia 1^22, 
tbut %^Jitn wmm miltdar^l timi hl9 CiAaiji plniiJiiroJ^ Iho Pk)A(!o«k 

ThrLkoo Aod Lho T'i-> 4U i^f foil Into H>i3tr buiiilKi, And Worn torn In pi«<et and 

divMoJ an tiio Any Kiurl mij^lit oortuinJy Iiavo la-oa tni^tad to hAndtu 

liuth an nhjoot ad tho IVaoook TEnkna in tbo ucu^OTnaLonioiLd aiunia'^ here 
doB4iriJ}Dd+ and, aaaumUig tbo vorAcuty of thin pAttioulAr Ktirdp I wJtnefn^d with 
«niuo ddiglht tbn di)@A|j[»oiimQeu of flio tool Tlireiia or otiu uf tbo twup 

from ths iMitnv. 

” A pJirAHo In Aloruir"^if ADcoimt hod tvow' sot mo tliiaklq^ thal tb.o TAklitd-Taoua at Tehran 
iiinKt bo A aio^li<rn fitJusturw afUT ulL" 

** In Ibo mtno poa^ftj^u wLiob i Litr-o quok^ in a footnotop bu addd ; ' it {irC,, thn tbront>} h 
mM to have oont 11)0,000 tonianH ' {cquivulonl at thi': iK^giauof ibn utmtuiy tenant 
100*000£j* hen-iiL iik'ikriy hinatyHig that WV aofOUnt or a thMlitioii of ita qwH prt'iikilod 
At Tubrfai> wbk-h wud fAt moru Ulidy io I>q tbu casa with n iieW than with na old 
fabiio, uiLtkwhliJlk w'An oxtrumoly wiilikely to bai'e hvaii tiio vAho wilE na cibj^t wtrrkid 
off In plunUnT from a ponioto country ue verity yowfs tiefum. Attliia ctAgo, aoaord^ 
inglv:, J refomrd my doubt A for Mlutidoi to Tehran ilEDlf, and of tor An LlitcniiU af flOEOD 
WMkd wad intcrvfitod and (1 piay confvMj injolc^Hl lo bcar^ un tbo Authority uE liio 
Gmiid VizWr arid fbc former Mmiater for I’onrign Affairspl chat, aa 1 duejjvJtodp i]m 
Takbld^TaoUa ianol nn Indian thmeku nt> alL. It wraa con^truotod bv Mohamm^ 
Huui^id Kikoiij, ^dr or (High of l&fii.hart, for E'olUi AU Shub whin thu JnttiT 

marruKl an l^faliBU younj; Indy, yehtm [joiinlar Aobricfunt, Jnr mmt utwjcpliuiiad 
ruAuciiip wad Taouu KJmnuin, or thu Poavuvk lady. Tho King la furl bur Aaid Ea Imvo 
bpeo BO mnoh dtdigbloit witli tho llirijnt'p Ibal it w'MJuftdo a romarloibly prominant 
ftAtum in tJkQ cccvtnutikri that cunitnnjnly i-n^un upon mniriago. HoO-, thumfom, 
at qpD foil Hwoop, fopptt] down thn whuir of Cho brillLant hypotliv^iv, wbiuh iiiad aua- 
tainokl ttCOfM of wrttprif, and pmvidal maUrial tor of glowlaa rhi>torio^ E'noin 
thn fiamo Anlhoritind 1 IcAruiid that the drigllial Ptkaoock Tbrqnci of Xikdir BhuE (i.c,, 
Ibo AUTvii'or Bif tfin two Ial^B^£llileil) waa dbH^oi'UJtid in a brokkUi down and pic^iemeiil 
vondilloii by Aghn MLKfkOininv'il b^hnlip w'ho nxtwtod It idong with many otEur oE the 
cojaqudrord luwold by brnUd turtaru from hi4$ blind gmndiiun ^hab, Kukbpi at Mi.':dln!4H 
and tlkon had the rtN^owted portlom* of it mudo up intu tho thronn of modern fthape 
and stylo, wEiuh nuW standa at tlca oikd <d tbu tL^,iw in thn palnco at ToEran 

ACkd to wbiph 1 Eain? alhuk^l in my de^rlpfion k}l that aparintvlltv In thk ehair, 
iberaforo* art to bo found tbo aulu Bur^ivin^ remnanito of tbo GrMt yfonpiru fonoouk 
Tlirone, Cud the wndduig Lu\HOtit of Path Ab ^faab mu^t dv^coud from thu jmejllon 
wliiah it bika ujeorpccl in tbo ruirnitiva oE U wry irritor in this century', witEonl- oxcep* 
tioD, who Lad alludod tn 

* 1 iifidjfrAta cH] boiFi>wrp It If JkO*r valard at nearly 2 fl 0 ,. 000 £. 

t WiKn I wiLf Ju Ttlirzm 1 had In va.La aaked i|k! fOitiiD quc-itjupi of Ihp rtutodJaa of tba Livamfy, ami of 
vary fcnliiD tuIBi^liiii srhuju 1 iiiEt but wltlkoct any lalialfcCory 
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The entrance to the HAMMAM or batha laocs tho north wall of the Diwiiii* 
i-Kha86, the two rooiua on either side being said by tradition to have been used 
as bfiths for the royal children. The batba consist of three main apartmeuta 
divided by corridors, the pavementa, reservoirs, vapour slabs and walb, 
waist high, being of marble inlaid with vari-colonred stones. The apartmeiit 
facing the river was known as the Atjab-i-Huinnianii the apsrtnieut wherein 
garments were removed, and contains three fouiitaiii basins, one for the use of 
the “ rose-water spray ” being of especial interest. The marble lattice work of 
the window still exists, as do some of the old i>ane3 of coloured glass, too vivid 
in tone to be artbtic. In the next apartment there is a central basin only. 
This could be used for hot or cold baths as desired. -A marble couch of pleas¬ 
ing design still remains to show the charseter of the fittings such chainberB 
contained. The westernmost compartment, used for the hot baths only, 
possesses a vapour slab of singular beauty, the heating arrangemeuta being 
in the west wall. Light was admitted to these two apartments by windows 
of stained glass as in the case of the east conipartment. Accordmg to l>hah 
Nawax KhSn, the warm bath was inlaid with precioirs stones and the square 
cold water reservoir, for adjoining, had a jet of gold at each of its four comers^, 
Tho baths were a favourite resort of the Alughal Emperor and in them businesa 
of a most important character w'as often transacted* Sir Thomas Eoe visited 
Jahangir in the Hommam in the palate at Agra- Tn the cold season they were 
abo used, being warmed by nirana of stoves. Saiyyid Ahmad states that the 
IlammaiQ in the Palace at Delhi w'ere never used alter the reigns of Shahjahan 
and Aurangzeb. He adds that 125 wtanmh of firewood were retjuired to 
heat them. 

The body of the MOTI ilAfiJlD or Pearl iloaquc lueasiirea some -10' 0" X 
SO' 0* and from Boor to roof, 25' 0*, Engrailed arches standing on a pliutb, 
3^ feet bigh, support the roof of the bmlding. The marble domai have 
replaced the original ones, originally covered with gilded copper. This shared 
the same fate after the *Mutiny (during which the mosque was damaged by a 
gun-shot) as that wliich covered the dome of the ilnsaniman Bur], and the 
ekatiris of thcDiwan-i-Kbasa. The present marble domes, w'hJch were added 
after the llTutiny, are unfortunately out of proportion to the building. The 
original copper domes appear to have been considerably smaller. Carr 
Stephen gives 1070 A. H. (1639 A.D,) as the date of this building, while the 
contemporan' historian of Auraugzeb gives 1073 A. H, as the date of the 
completiou of the main stiucturc, the decoration being finished a year later. 
Shahjahun seems to have built no pbee of worship in the Fort and was wont 
to repair to the Jomi Masjid. The devout Autangzeb, however, “ always,” 

as the historian says, “ inclined to attend devotions.wished that, near 

the private bed-chamber, a small mosque should be built, and a graceful place 
of worship erected, ho that at various times of the day and night, after a short 
walk from the blessed bed-chamber to the sacred place of worship, he might 


^ diKhwitogif t>t JieHui Keene, p* 130, 







HISTORtCAL BUILDINGS AND GARDENS. 


SO 


partake of the service of holy Cod and the worship of the J^ord of Lords* 
at hb ease, and without the trouble of a retinue or long journey. Therefore 
to tJte north of the blessed Ghusl'KIianoh, between the buildings of this 
beautiful and glorious palace, and its paradise-like garden (known by the 
name of Hoyat Baklish), a piece of land was selected for this noble edifice, 
and with the Divine assistance an auspicious mosque of wlute marble was 
buiUv” The foundations were bid l)y the Emperor’s orders on the 3rJ day 
of Rabiu-tli-thruii, while he was sltootin" and hunting on the bunk of the 
river Ganges.*' “The date of the completion of this holy building—the 
ahoflc of angels—was diacovered by Aqil Khan, the ablest servant of the 
Court, in the following verse of the Quran.” 

“ Verily the places of worship are set apart unto God ; wherefore in¬ 
voke not any other therein, together with God.'’^ 

The above mentioned chronogram was, the historian adds, approved by 
the Emperor, and “ according to the supreme order it was carved in a stone 
slab in that holy pbee.” The inscription is unfortunately ao longer 
traceable. 

There b a Uloti Masjid (Pearl ^losquc) in the Fort at Agra and another iu 
the Fort at Lahore. 


The HlRA ifAlIAL, the small marble pavilion immediately to the north of 
the baths, measurea 22' o' north and south by 111' y' cast and west, and haa 
three open arches on each face. It was built by Bahadur Shah II. The 
work shows the contraat in the quality of late lloghnl architecture, as 
compared with that of the period of 8hahjuhuii. 

The marble pavilion which lies on the south front of the BLJRJ f'HAH BUltJ 

is of singular beauty, although already showing signs of the decadence toweU}. 
in architecture wliivh culminated in the reign of Aunuigsseb. It measures 
oomo 63' 3' east and west by 32' 0' north and soiitL. The centre of 
the north wall is occupied by a marble w ater cascade of pleasing design, 
which slopes into a ‘scolloped’ marble basin. For many voars after 
the llutiny the building served as an ofHcer’s residence but In 1902 
its consen-atioii was taken up, the marble cascade being reconstnieted 
and modern additions removed. The earthquake of 1904 so damaged the 
structure that it was necessary to take it almost entirely down and rebuild 
if. The bur) behind the marble pavilion is an octagonal stmeturo two 
storeys in height and formerly crowned by a domf^ cupola of similar 
design to that on the Aaad Burj, which stands at the south-east 
comer of the Fort. In Lieutenant Franklin's account of Dellil {Asinb'e 
SesearcJies) he says that in the “ Shah Baug, or royal gardens, is a 
very large octagon room which looks towards the river -lujiina.'* '■ This 
room is called the Shah Boorj, or royal tow'er; it is lined with marble; 
and from the window of it the late Heir-apparent, Hirza Juwan Biikht (Jawan 
Bakht] made bis escape in the year 178J, when he fled to Lucknow ; and as 
the height is inconsiderable, effected it with ease." " A great part of this 

> SuVj Piniindalj'ea 0 /p, tas. London 18^7. ^ 







DELHI FORT : A GUIDE TO THE 


3D 


noble pfllac^p” a<ld& the; writer* lias suffered by much by the deatrnetivD 
ravajree of the latD invadei?. The EohiUas in particular, who were introduced 
by Ghobum Knndcr (Ghulim Qadir) have stripped mmy of the rdbma of 
their marble oniaments, and pavements, and have even picked out the stones 
from the borders of many of the floorings. They also passed three days 
digging up the floors for treasure which they supposed had been hidden by the 
Emperor Shall Alam in the Palace. The ^ass terrace between this pavilion 
and the Hainmam was laid out as it now exists in 1011, and the Gun Battery^ 
fornicrlv in its centre, has now'been removed (1914). The Kahr-i-Bihisht^ the 
famous canal which supplied the many fountains and water channels of the 
Palace, sh%o served this building and thence proceeded along the entire 
length of the east w'all. 

Keene {FttU o/ the Moghf^l Empire) seems to infer that it was from the 
Salimgarh that Jawan Bnkht escaped, after secretly departing from Ms 
chamber in the Palace and passing from the roof of one building to the roof 
of another, until he reached the aequeduet rSahr-i-Faiz, a canal of old founda¬ 
tion restored to use by Slmhjabaii on his building the Fort) w'hich eniased 
the garden Hayat Bakhsh. *"The night was stormy, and the prince 
suffering from fever, but he found a breach where the canal issued^ by which 
he got to the rampart of tlie Solinigarlu Here he dcaeeiided by means of a 
rope and joined his friends on the river sands.” 

Bishop Hebcr, visiting Delhi in IBM-Sf), remarks on ** a beautiful octagonal 
pavilion at the end of the terrace, also of marble^ lined with the same mosaic 
flow'ets as in the room winch T first saw^ with a marble fountain in its centre^ 
and a beautiful bath in a recess at one of ite sides. The w indows of this pavi¬ 
lion, w'hich js raised to the height of the city wall, command a good view of 
Delhi and its neighbourhcHKh- But nil was, when ws^ saw it, dirty, lonely, and 
wretched ; the bath and fountain diy'; the inlaid pavement hidden w ith lumber 
and gpirdeueris sweeping?, and the walla stained wnth the dung of birds and 


Ai^AllEUnJ- 


II AY AT 
llAKHSH 
(LIFEBIC^^ 
TiiWINO) 

QMl IJHS. 


bat6.”3 

Tlie A BAD BITRJ^ w^bich h of similar design to the J^hah Burj, but 
without 0 fronting marble pavilion, was niucb damaged in 1803 when the 
cdtv was defended by Colonel Ochterlony against Hamath Chela. It was 
considerably repaired by Afcbar II. 

Only one half of the original area of this garden exists at present, its western 
portion being occupied by the military barracks. The garden w-as iKumded on 
the north and south by a range of buildings with the * Baw^an ' and ‘ Bhadon * 
pavUiuuB as the central features, wdiilc terminating the enda: of the cause- 


ways, running cast and west from the central tank, were other marble 


* .^fiaA'c HiMtcJkf, toL IVp 17E11I. 

JiiM-au B^kht was an^kiuS tu Elilorm Ihik Erili;^h Gi^v<i?rnf)r^ onifrly iLn:iv?il at Litcknc^W, (pl 
ttv dUcrtlcrlj iUE«i at aUftire al Diillii, eaiuiPqurnt on tli5 a|!t|KkUiliLient of Arm^^'ab Kuio, v^h.t^ 
Lui IsLxHH or * Prornirr uf tiia rcMdin, hy ShSb Alimj, in&Enly 

throui^h thp ol lliw sinivt of Hid drttv^pcl preiniflr^ MiCsA Xi»jii,f KIihti. 

“ rAoar* like rocf was g^pipaniiilly to Aleerut Bttnuj Ss jigo nikl 
otcr ■ ^ell Iher^r 

^ Tob Up Tjondon, 1 
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pa^ilions^ that on the. eas^t terraco hding known as tlic Ifoti Mahal.^ 
Weat again of tho Ilayat Bakbsii gardens lay the Mehtab Bagb (garden of 
moonlight), and this extended np to the line of the arcaded street running 
northwnrtl^ from the Eqmte m front of the Naubat Kham (see page 7). 

The Rite of this hi6t-name<l ganlert ia now the harracb square and, although all 
its pavilions havo gonc^r it is tiHJte than prcibiiblc that a elearanee of tho 
surface eartli will reveal traces of the old parterres and water eausewaya. The 
Indian h^toriao s account of the Hayat Bakhsb garden will he of interest. 

'‘'This Iram-like- Ilayfit Bakhsh garden, wMcli.by the display of its 
beautiful flower-beds, of the various green plants, and blessed flowers, and by 
the nmning water channels facing the garden, in the name of Ifoly God. is a 
garden. The wave of ita fresh grass has surpissed the roses, and the fruitful 
trees of various kinds are interlaced with each otlier in Buch a way that the skv 
is not anywhere visible beneath them. Farticnkrly the tank in its centre, 
whteh is 60 by flO gai, shines as a sun-like miror with its waving light, and 
is decoratc<l with forty-nine silver besides 112 more Jets which play round 
it. In all its four avenues, each cd which b made of red sandstone, and com¬ 
pleted with a breadth of there is a channel 6 gfiz broad, which flows with 

30 pla^dng fountains in its centre. At the left and right (sides) of this 
garden two charniing buildings and ) decorated with 

pietures and paintings like the enamelled throne of the Queen of Sheba, or like 
Soloruon's throne studded with envcralda.^have been built. Through the two 
water-ways of the tanks whic h are made in the centre of these buildings, the 
water is confitantly borsting out gracefully, and from the edge of thdr plat- 
forms, which have the height of li g^tz (from the ground), it falls into the 
tank below in the form of a cascade. In the niches, flower-vaaes of gold aiid 
silver, full of golden flow ers, are placed during the day time, and at nighty 
white wax candles wliich look like the stars in the thin clouds, are lighted 
and placed inside the veil of water,”^ 

Bishop Heber says “ the gardens are not large, hut, in their way must have 
been extremely beautiful Tliey are full of very old orange and other fruit 
trees, with terraces and parterres, on which many rose butihes were growing, 
and even now (January), a few joiiquik in flower/' 

The Zafsr 3Iahal—^the red samlstone jiavilion in the centre of the main Xiirar 
tank, was built by Bahadur Shah II, the last Jlughal Emperor, Zafar being 
hia poetical name. 


1 Thu paviliDn ku Ukapitr^iviL ably inw tTocfra of Ua fmiPidaiiona cOmillg to light oa 
n^mov^l of the tiim Batteiy whLli stood tiU rcorfitly tllb f^potr. It ifl tihaim ill uld Jrflw- 
logs ol thu 4 .MMt t™II ot tho Fort. 

■ Iram ii tho imme of a fflbuloiia ganinn. faaioiifi io eafftom ptfcCtrj. It ia eabl to havo IktO 

mcalo in Arabia FvWx by a Kitt^ S'ba^llUad^ son of A4^ or Irmin. aim of OraaiL 

* jf«rtttdrr, a Hiodi month cottt«ponding to Jolj mul Augq^t, the Silit Kkuntb oE %h» Evilly 
ae«Mn. 

a Hindi motiElk eDm.-^pOlkling to x^uguftt ood Soptomber, thtl niMiCpad montb of 
I bo rainy acastwi, 

■ FoU. .'i^a-8^ Ahfilftd ipvw tbo «anKi di-wrripliniL, a?td it ift moOi 

liki'ly ihflt IlkPi EilHf¥o Work Ls hh nrAl iHniEtv. {^ih^T^-4-Sunadkli i^La|aor Jt, 45-4S, L’k-tm* * 

pore* HMH.J 
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SAiyyid Ahmad in bis account of tliifl building says that, “on. one side a 
bridge for ingress and egress has been built /This has disappeared and the 
pavilion has now little to commend it to notice^ 

The same historian also writes t In the middle of this garden (theHajat 
Bakhsh] a largo naual flows very pleasantly. Ilia Exalted Majesty Sirajn- 
-d-din Muhammad Babadur Shah has now made a jhirna- of red stone near 
the canal towards the west, like that of the Qutb Sahib®, and the garden 
bas been mneh improved by ibis. In this garden there is a boly footprint 
(Qadam Sharif).”^ 

Chflbl mikF*jtd, To the south^ of the ilsyat Bakhsh garden stood a small mosque—a 
later addition commonly kjiown as the '"Chobi Masjid'' or Wooden Mosque. 
It existed up to time of the Mutiny of IMI, as we find it mentioned in Saiyyid 
Ahmad's work, but no trace of it b now left. It is described in the following 

wmrds:— 

This mosque was built by King Ahmad Shab in A. H, 1164 (A, D. 1*50), 
and being supported by columns and arches of wood, was known by the 
pame “Chsibi Masjid.''' 

“ It was entirely mined, but was re-built in A. If. 12G7 (A^ D, 16C0} 
at Government expense.”® 

Ou the entrance of the niosque w'^s the following inscriplion ' 

'' This mosque was built by the King, Protector of the faith. 

Who received help from.Divine power. 

TMioever perfomis the prostrations of supplication there. 

He is sure to he guided by the light of worship. 

“ Tlie foot of wisdom slipped in astonishmejifc; 

When he began to deliberate, alxmt the date. 

“The angel, for the sake of pride was thus inspired j 
“ The mosque of Ahnuid has attained the rank of the Zodiac sign. 

^^Year 1164.” 


THE NAHE^ 
l-BAEISHT 
iCAXAL OF 
PARADISE^ 


The history of the CAKAL, by which Shahjahan brought w ater to the 
Fort from a point thirty higber up the liver^ is of no little interest 


^ Chapter U, p. Ltu."tnciW, lS7Si 

■ /h(rna, ft kind jiJnite er butht or wnter-la^U * ^ . 

“The author k perhap& rtf»rrmg to tlw t-hnlo ia tba Jhima Gattleu near Iho of Qiit& 

Sahih at Mebnmli. to which ifco Emjwror added Bomt ^ „ 

* Op. pii. Lmckncwr, 1874, Cbaptor U, p. 31- 1% nbould bo nimemtMred that ** Qa^laiti bharif," 

littrally a notro foot, hflrn moanfi tho fewtpriot of the FroplieL Moat probobly ft u iho 
which W kept in tho B^Ihi MnoaciiAl aiui wo* necffliitly remov<^i to tlio lAilEi Mub 4. ujo 

el ArnhwgiogJ. ^ ^ «lil 29. „ 

* Sm Ihe did map ol the Fort in the D^hiii Muhluih of Arehtepl^^y ^o. K. 

*D», eft. Cawnpore^ 19C4, CJhaplar 111, p. ^^2, 

^ *,r hk ins^ption ie taken from 3/t|fifl^U''L7'oicicwilAr T+W* Ckiwnpotis. 1867, p. 332, 

wher* i% la ootapan!d wUb that TMorded ili AthoTUrS-^anUdidr LucknoWj 1874. Choptor 11,^ 

P- 

* Kon^dv ^1 nUfOfl. 

HI, 4<10. St'O C*wnpfpre CTaap. 

II 
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and is* thus tmccd by the authors of and Amal-i-SaUk^ 

To the caoa] he gave the iiarne Nalir-i^EahLaht,^ It b said that it wns 
ori^nallj the work of Firoa Shah Khilji lu A. O. GOl (1201 A, D.) and that 
lie brought the eaual from the Tainiia near Kbi?.]rabad to Safaiduiip^ 
his hunting gioaiid^ a distance of from its starting point. Alter hb 

death it became dry but was cleared by Shihabu-^d-din Ahmad Khan, 
Governor of Delhi in the time o£ Akbar. ITo rechristened the canal 
Kahr-i-Shihiib after himself, and used it lot bringing water to his estate m 
A- H, &09 (loGl A, D.). It again became n^Iected but in A. H. 1048 
(1GS8 A. D.) Shahjabiln ordered it to be elearcd as far as Bafaidun and 
brought thence to the Fort at Delhi. On the completion of the citadel it 
supplied the palace and city aa well ® Sayyid Ahmad in hia description 
states that "it had became dry again, but that in A. H. 1236 (1820 A- 0,)^ 
it wai repaired and cleared by order of Government, and from that time it 
Continues to run for the commou benetit.^^ 


^ FhjL fi7u. 

“ SatnitJyn M Sibirnn an Uto mn-p *bout d5 mUes northxD&st by norlJi ol ItolliL ui Mnd SUttf. 

* MniiihyrH-l-Umdra, toL HI, p. 465-0^ 

* TiHf Cliro^logy (it this timtl now Icnnim os tUe Weatcrti JoainA with Iti dc'pcniUnt 

bmndH^ AinWa, Konul, Ri^htok, Ik'ILl mid of tto Notivo StoteJi (it 

-Mi A ^ in th^^ H^ioF^ and d^enpiitm of CantiU 

in Inc Pun^t by Jir. J. .L Hat ten (Uilion^, Paillob GoTc-Tniiltilt Pn^riSK |i|i,. 1-3), 

*'4- Thii Empciior FiroiG Shab utiliwd tluL- Chanting NV^nEJi to conduct vrotor td 

Hknsi Olid Hi^r. 

A. D. J4t?^.--Wiitt-r to How l)pytrad tins IniicU dt KoltU%| near Kj^mol. 

jJ. D. 751^®.—The Enipcrnr Akbor n^-daxovotod tiii' work of Finns -mil bioucbt. o put ply 
from tho Juiutio and L|ie Somb into tho ChailiAn^Mid un to llanflS mid HfctfAar. A ta]i.uiblo aartod 
by A kbat On ihia yro ck oxiat^^ 


J. />. M2G.—Mi 5rardim« the faniottfl en£Uii?£>r of itm Empetor ddMF 

ii eonAl to JX'Jht, fiziat by vay of Qohana^ ftloag a itatiiimL depp>*a<jtt now oeempkU bv' a ntoiri 
dram, mid wbon ihut failed, by way o[ F^pSpai ami Softtjiat. The wwt of ihii work L| 
r-^ported Eo hJite biTn Vary girnt, ami eonftLdoimhli> OEigim?^?nngr sidlf w'as idiovn. 

Ar D. 17&T, —eoa&pd fo mseb Hmioiia (Hanni-Ulgi^l. 

174G. — FIoh'^ cemaod bl SttfAidna ou Phoa Shah^s lino. 

i7p>-77^EL—U-llki broach OC^O.^ to Dow, owing to |idlitical diftiirtutices Bud tbo di^oltlca 
experienced in. ejEEctent maintoiianM?, eapccinlly at the h rn^L 

^ixtyd miule by British GovoTiiiii£>Dt for Ji n^tdjntion of iho Tk^Lhi brrin:]}i. 
iOl7.—Citpia^El Blair pppoliited to ireatofe the Delhi branch, 
lii'lhi btPnclq rwprnjcd. 

Water onee more cnteieii Delhi. 

1S23. —IteftorBlion of tlic Hmud Branch (Firoi's) fiiwn 
7^^^.— Um^ bnuieh tropened, etc., 

FimzSh*li's CM»| by which th*. HBi»t brnnoh, 
WOllr DatiBt, wia^ known, little more than n tnopBona Supply channel which wms led 
down B rlrmnitge lifd to the tanki a,t Hamn atui H£&isBr^ the toym[ rv^sideneefl 



I‘tr«ly that thi- watfr wiw to W'0btiJiSibio I'hc yinrlro^^ *^‘Tho 

eouiw* poinla IP Iho Sinuj fast. No £uch water CDIitws pxb»«t 

in the ehonnel bfouglit down by 

“t " l*' 'nginpprinfi unOcrtaliiiig. The rivrr nupply roniinE 

I “f- annually at FatohgnriinparDMli^uT, about 

U tnilc* below Tniawala, Ttio Nnr fDllnwrd-*■'- - * . - - S'- -'“™ - 


P( thp right ba,-fe. Srvonri tut. tbrop^b tbr bish irnd hilt .ri* Drall^ 

anti tarajuts wo^ rairly i-roridrd lor. Thn " FcoTcliatldar “ ocqgrdlKt nrar I'tlhi tahtUff^ 
tonal over the Najafgatb >Aii dtam. and atlipg at tho .amt time os a W»*tt wtrr, waa a |;r( 


wa» thp diainago at the (dot of Ihu jijgh latul 

.■■■*'• ‘ - jjiam 

Iff the 
KTfBt 


D 
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SALIMGARH WQS built hj S&lim Shabt son and succcssot o! ShoF Stab, 
aa a defence agaidsfc the approach of Hiimiyfin (154G A, D+)p the ifbole cir* 
euit of the waUs being about three quarters of a milc^ Originally pro¬ 
tected by nineteen baj 5 tioiis and said to have cost 4 it waa atiD unfinished 
at Salim Slmb^s death in lKi2, and waS;, themafter, consigned to neglect. Carr 
Stephen states that “eighty years later (ie.* after the death of Sallru 
Shah) Far id Kban^ otherwise known as 3Iurtaj^ Khan, an Umfi ra who 
flourished in the tcigns of Akbar and Jahangift seems to have obtained 
Babmgarh, with other possessicins along the banks of the Jamna, in 
grant from Akbar, and he built bouses in this fort.” In 1828 these 
buildings were in a complete state of min, hut a two-storeyed pavilion and a 
well stocked garden were still preserved with care by Akbar If, who occa¬ 
sionally used to take an airing here midi$tiirbed by the public. It was here 
in August 178S that the helple^ Emperor Shah Alam was imprisoned after 
being blinded by the RohiUa brigand, Ghnlani Qadir (Keene), and some 
montha afteriivarda the latter escaped through Salimgarh with his foliow'ers. 
crossing the five arched bridge w'hich connected it with Lai Qilah, or the fort of 
Shahjabanabad. The bridge, built by Jahangir to connect Salimgarh with the 
main land, was demolished to make way for the present railway bridge but an 
inscription from it is stiU preserved in the Museum. The translation is na 
follows 

Tly the order of the King of the seven climes, the Emperor (Tvho 
rules) with equity^ justice and good govemment-, who is Jahangir* 
the son of Emperor Akbar, whose sword has subdued the W'orld. 
When this bridge was built in Delhi, the pmiso of W'Mch cannot 
be described, for the date of its completion w isdom spoke thus : 
It Is a bridge built by Jahangir, the Emperor of Delhi." 

The value of the letters of this chronogram 
Jahlf^yr) is equal to Ah H- 1031 (A- D. 1021). 

The meaning of the words placed in the margin of the original inscrip¬ 
tion is as follows: (God is great,) (Great in His Glory.) (0 ! the Most 
Victorious.) (0! Helper.) (0! Bounteous.) (0! Immortal,) (In the 
year IT) (of the accession) (of Jahangir) (Under the managen\ciit) (of Husain 
Ealabi). (Written by SharifJ 


SnMWnua At the tbne. The totftl length of iBe acq tic duel, is 80 feel. Thlekiie^ eit tAllal 
iichor foet, Wftlcm*y m at bed, Afid 10 fwt itt top ef parnpeij^ whiclk were 6 feet 0 inehes 
high—»a carried del mosswc' 8 thick pierB vilh eiit-wBters and aivhea S feet spaa, oTer the 
ThiiJ Wftrk Mssa lepaiml by the lirilkli GoTeminoiit with sllglit medliicatieilB when 
the brnneb woa optncd to iJelbl in 1S20. The vewAdT latt lo tutve bei^n jr-gulated by 

thc^ time tbrnt the Dulteta remained epen^ It is Et^ted Ihat 1,000 armed pe^ons and 000 horde 
were tnaintabiHl on the cBUbllidiMetit, The Uet rtveime from the eftmla waa reckaded c^qttal 
to the mamteafuuas ol ISjUOO Faitlkcr infann&tien cn hUtOjyol the CiMttI of AU 

Makdoit Khku wiH be Jouiid m the ShmomMia mi tAe IVefffa™ Jvmns Cana!^ NmiA-Wattm 
Fmincea, by 3!bjor W. E. Baker, SupeHntfeiJmt of Otiutlftp Korth-Weirtem Ptevinrai; London 
1849, In it arc aIeo dmairiga of etTeTMl of the old Mughal oeqUrduolBr The Fckobliadclor 
&cqnoduot ia M longer uavih B lies eloso to the moikm Nftj*fgarh Jhii acqqixluct. Just out- 
flido and is qow emistAined os on bbtoricAl buUcUng. 
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Aiiotliei' inscriptioD, sa^d to havis betn on tho cast side of the bridge, 
is recorded by Suyi-Td Ahinad, the trauslatiion beini^ as follows 

^^God is Great.” 

“ It was built by the order of King Nuru-d-dm Jahangir the groit. 
The year and auspicious date (of its erection is fomtd in the follow¬ 
ing chronogram): *-fn Tliis is the right 

patlu A. IT. mSl ” 

The Fort during the Mutiny^ 

The folJdiAing account has been principally abstracted from Fanshawe^g 
Dfltii Past mid PrrseiUf The Siege of Delhi in 184* by Lieutenant-General 
Handcockr Cities of Delhi by Gordon Hcam^ i}}dian Mutiny Papers, 

Trial of Athaditr Shah, and TicoNatim wirratii^ of the Mtilimj in OfMi, 
translated by C. T. Metcalle, ChSA. Only such events as are roiinected with 
the Palace have been mentioned. 

It would appear from the varinus accounts that Bahadur Shah II held daily 
darbars in the Fort during the occupation of Delhi by the mutineers, tiieao 
ceremonies being attended by the principal residents of Delhi and officers of 
the mutinied troops. Questions regarding the payment of the troops, levying 
of taxea on the iiihabitants for this object, and reports on the state of the 
fighting were discussed, while letters were isTJtteti to Induce others to join 
in the revolt. Suspected spies or traitors were also dealt with and nazmrs 
preaented. The Emperor seems to have been, from the first, treated wdth 
but scant cereuionyt his orders being generally disregarded, while when 
the question of the occupation of the city by" the English became onl}^ a 
matter ijf days, the Palace became completely dborganised,^ 

Oil the 11th Jlay iSTi? the sepoys from the mutinied regiments at Meerut 
arrived at Delhi and ckmoured for admittance to the Palace, declaring that 
they had killed the English at ileenit and had come to fight for the true faith. 
Captain Douglas, commandant of the palace guard, ivished to go down and 
speak to them, but being dissuaded by the Emperor, Bahadur Shah IT, he 
Contented himself with addressing theiti from the balcony of the Muaamman 
Burj. He was, however^ defied, and the eepoya of the palace guard, fumisbed 
by the 36th Native Infantry, admitted the mutincem. Captain Douglas 
then proceedei] with the civil authorities to the Calcutta gate of the city U 
order to interview- the rebels^ but the party was attacked by the sepoys who had 
effected an entrance by the water gate, and obliged to retreat to the Lahore gate. 
of the Palace. The Native Infantry ou guard refused to fire on the mutineers 

* 1^(5 carjiln- And kJantry^ occuploHl tlic Hayat Bakhpih garden and the Mi^htab 

injtirLcijf tlH?ni cojunidiiniibEy. jitunM won? topt by tlicni iu iho DnlrAii-i-KhEuia 

while thpy fiprend Uie'lr bcxiding in tho baiuo bsdldiiig. orders wen? by th& 

Xing t (5 tEi0 n'bol IrtMiw no% to ooeiipj the royil JitJ^^jfhkhana^ and the lej^cnoiit of i^AVwIry 
fi^inoEidy to oVneuAte the grtrdorw. “ Thijso,” ^d tbo Kilkg,^ “ here pliiCrt 
wnil'h not ci'cn Nadir ^bftli or AbniAdl Sbab or any of t|bo Britisb^Ikw<.-rcor-GL'iiera!j( of IiuLa 
ever i^ntored ^.n homibacW* The troopa alw gJlcped up lo ihv HnJ] of AadlPiao Ibo 
Jw/jttp hhrjfm [Jtintrl-hfinat see p. wRinng tajm ioAlcad of |iirlb 4 EiLh-. 
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and Mr* Simon Fmser, Coiamissioner at DelW, remonstTatcd with them 
for their behayiour; he then turn^ to moimt the steps leading to Captain 
Douglases Toonis. As he placed his foot on the first stepr two meiit named 
Karlik Beg"" and “ !Mogal Beg/' rushed hirw atd and cut him down.^ Captain 
Douglas, already wounded in the ankle, had been carried upstalra in a fainting 
condition^ but, on recoveringT gave orders for all doors and windows to be 
dosed. The others in the loom were Mr. Jennings, the Chaplainp and a friend, 
two married ladies, and two gi^la^ Miss Jennings and Miss Clifford, who had 
been conveyed to the Begam'a Palace lor protection. The doors were thea 
broken in and ali the ai:£upanta immediately cut to pieces. The same day 
two mibahdars ’were admitted to a private audience with the Emperor as the 
representatives of the crowds of rebel soldiery^ and protested that they would 
** bring the revenue of the whole Empire to the King^e treasuTy/^ The news 
of the death of some more officers then reache^l the Palaqei followed hy the 
arrival of a regiment of cavaliy w'ho took up their position in the court of the 
Diwan-i-Kbasa, Many of the men forcibly intnided tJiemaelves into the 
presence of the Emperor and the interior of the Fort became a scene of 
the w^ildest confusion. Ordem were issued hy Hakim Ahsan-ullah Khan to 
the Princes to asanme command of the several regiiiiients. Throughout the 
whole of the 12th ifiiy the Palace was thronged with soldiers demanding 
pay. Formerly si silver throne had been kept in the Jrfall of Special Audience 
on w hich the king used to take his scat on special occasions of State ; but 
since the year JS42 the presentation of the usual offering hy the Agent to 
the llovernor General on occasion of salutes and interviews was disallowed. 
This throne was then removed and placed in a reccj^s in the passage behind 
the King^s sitting room and ainee that time wom in disuse till the 12th May 
1857, when it wag brfiiight ont again, and the King took his seat on it, os on a 
throne. The Emperor also left the Fort and proceeded through the city on an 
elephant to alby the fears of the inhabitants. On his return, ho found the 
court, of the Diw'an-j-KIiass again full of soldiers^ and pointed out to some 
of the siibahdfirs that, hitherto, the enclosure had been sacred to Royalty 
alone and never entered forcibly hy armed men. In the evening of the 
same day he again had cause to complani of disrespect, being addressed by 
eoine Ari Bfid^knh ! An Buddha T’ (I say. King; 1 say you old man) \ while 
others caught him by the hand or touched his beard- Thirty persons had 
taken refuge in the under-ground apartments of the Raja of Kisliengarh, 
and on the iStli May a few of these escaped but w ere recaptured and taken 
to the Palace. It is said that the King ordered that all the captives should 
he sent thither but his orders were disregarded. On May 14th the Emperor 
w^as so distracted by the turmoil going on arouiid him that he refused 
audience to alb Ife ordered a search to be made for the bodies of Mr, Eraser 
and Captain Douglas, that they might be interred in the Christian burial 
ground, while the other bodies were to be thrown into the river. 


^ In anotlier Mcoiint Haji, * Inpldarj', k eiHfd lu the murderer of Sir, FruBcr^ 
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On ilay Jtjth, a ]ai^c numfref of mutine^^^s asaenibled before the Fakce 
and threatened the Emperor^ flcciising hun of concealing Bome forty 
Europcaiifi. They threatened to abduct Ziiiat Mahal, the Queen, and hold her 
as a hostage for the Einperor'a loyalty. On thia day, at about 9-30 or 10 
A,M-, all tho Europeana in the Palace, forty-nine in number, principally 
women and childreiL^ were mtirdercd in cold bltMxi near a tank in the centre 
of the square before the Xaubat Khaua. The Palate on Ibiy 21 at was 
crowded with a bonding mob of men demanding pay, 

■Pahadur Shah O left the Palace on the 25th and proceeded to the Jama 
jrasjid for prayer. The next day a discovery w^as made that some one had 
hlled the guns in the Salkngarh with and stone- Hakim Ahf^n-Ullah 

Khan w'fls suspected and narrowly escaped with Ms hfe. 

An unnnmed European, dressed as a Hindu fortune tclIcTp and “ carTying 
an almanack,” was brought into the Palace on tho 39th and murdered. 

On May 30th new's w^aa received that the mutineers had been defeated! by 
the English at thcHindunaud uiimbem of wounded inen appeared in the 
The Emperor held a court at night and w as much perplexed at the turn 
aflairs had taken. 

News of the murder of the English at Rarcilly reached the Palace on the 
31st, and on the same day tho King issued orders that he w^onld no longer 
receive any petitions in person^ but that they niiigt bo seut to Mahbub Ali 
Kban and Hakim Ahsan-lJlIah Khan. New's reached the Palace that the 
LieutenHut-Govemor of Agra had been informed of the events at Helbi, 

* A levee was held on the 3rd of June attended by “ all the nobles of the city*” 
Some iMughsIs also presented them$elve 3 and asked permission to raise tho 
flag of (Hebgieus War). 

The son of one Pia JIull Maswari was seized on June Sth, and brought 
before the Etnperor, his father being suspected of providing the English 
w ith supplies. The next day a petition was sent to the Palace for his release 
on the ground that Pia Mull had supplied the mutineers with provisions 
daily and in no way befriended the English. 

On June 10 th the Emperor issued a proclamation for the forcible opening 
of all the shops in the city. The mutniecrs lost heavily in an engagement on 
the same day, while some 100 English were killed. Their heads were cut off 
and pamded through the city. Fifty sepoys seized Raja Ajit Singh of Patiala 
and brought him as a prisoner before the Emperor. He was threatened with 
death unless he used his Influence with bis brother, w ho w^sa in league with the 
English. The Eaja thre-HK hiuiaclf at the EmperorA feet and implored hia 
protect] 0 U 3 and, it being explained that there had been a dillereuce between 
the brothers for somo time, his immediato release was ordered. 

On June 11 th the Emperor ordered one hundred rnmind^ of gunpowder to bo 
prepared, being cheered by the marksmanship of one Kuh Khan, an artillery- 

^ It H Lbat Lhoffl vcre only five or els. m&D tbaru. lOC or 150 ruDiaiu wen.- omuluvcd 

Id tho wurk of ffluitkr- ^ " 





DELHI FORT j A GULDE TO THE 




man, who k«pt tip a coiisi:ai:it fire on tbe Eugtiflk. A conlideiitial report was 
received that tbe Queen of England^ on receipt of newd of the Jfntiny, 
had ordered the despatch of 24,000 troops. The next day one Piari Lai 
was taken forcibly before the EmlicTOi! and charged with supplying sulphur to 
the English. Bahadur Shah expressed dispJeuauro at the foilure of the 
mutineers to drive off the English. 

On June I4th a who had deserted \nth his elephant from the 

English campp made hb way to the Palace and the elephant waa appropriated 
by the Emperor for hb own use. The nest day seven cannon balls fell into 
the Palace. The Emperor threateued to leave Delhi and retire to the Qutb 
unless the troops left the city- 

On June iTth * seven carts with Jime * were despatched for the repairs 
of Salinigarh, while a cannon, lying at the door of the Palaee since the time 
of ShahjabaUp was mounted at the Lahore gate. It being a long range gun, 
it waa intended to amioy the English troops marching from Agra-" 

All audience w^as held on the 20th and attended by the otlicers of the 
Nasirabad regiments who had mutinied on the 2 2[nit three regiments a bo 
arrived feom Jullundhur^ Their officers attended the audience and complained 
that they had been attacked by Patiala troops. They boasted that they had 
killed the Collector of Naatmhad and had taken his elephaut, w'hlcli they 
brought with them- The Emperor said tltat they w'ere “ LJreat Btihadur^f 
whose like was not to be met ivitli.** 

The next day the gun of the time of SMlijahan w^as mounted J K.uli Ktian^ 
who Las already been referred to, was brought before the ETU[ieFor on the 24tb 
and charged with being in eoUusion with the English. Some of his shots 
had apparently gone astray and killed some of the mutincera. A large ciarfiar 
was held on the 25th at which Baha dur Shah received reports of the state of 
alfaixa: he addresacd the tiafdars of the sepoya aud pointed out to them that 
they were destroying the kingdom that had lasted 500 years, adding that 
after an engagement with the English they alw'iiys returned “ topsy turvy*" 
Me expressed the wish that they should all leave the citvj and the following 
day issued a general order to this cflect. 

On the 28th the leading inhabitanta waitod on the Emperor to pay their 
respects^ A man caught digging a mine in the PakiCCj iu connivance with the 
Engliab, w^aa blown from a gun at Salimgarh. Little of importance happened 
during the next two days save the arrival of some 500 ^fanatics^ who presented 
an elephant they had taken from the English. 

Ou July 2nd Muhammad Bakht Khan, a Bareilly mutineer, was appointed 
Conmiander-m-Chief and hq seems to have been given full control, not only 
of the army, but of the civil administration- 

On the 3rd he attended at the Palaee aeeompanied by “ two European 
sergeants who Lad accompanied his force from Bareilly and made themselvea 


1 noitW naiTiitiffis ike Iti ui it tiiili wAS a 

^uu t u (hb ooif prcivli^iudly mcati^ocdi 
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very useful,*" They had also^ it was stated^ preveated the EuTopeans at 
Bareilly blowing away natives from gujis- They were ordered to report on 
the various Ijattericg:. Xothing wortJiy of especial remark occurred within 
the next few days in the Palace. The daily audicnco waa thronged by 
tlicee who complained of being plundered by the mutineers. On the 6th a 
man at Salimgarh had his head taken off by a catmon ball; an order was 
issued tjiat youths without turbans and all armed men were to be 
liencefortb escliided from the Diwaii4-KLass- A levee ivas held in the 
Diwaii-i'*Anjm on the 8tb. The next day several Europeans, who were found 
concealed in the mrai of Mahbilb All Khan, were decapitated and their heads 
laid before the Emperor, who gave a reward of lOO rupees to the murderers. 

On the 10th Baltadur Shah visited the battery at Saliuigarh. On the 
13th he entered the Diwaii4-lvJiass through the '' Khaspura” gate and 
**all the nobles of Delhi and oflicers of the army paid tbeir respects/' A 
regimental band was in attciidance, and received two gold niohur^ for 
their ijervieesH Five hundred bdders were prepared by the orders of 
Mahmud Bakht Kliaup m that the sepoys could escape over the wall in the 
event of tiie English eutcritig the city. On the 13th the Emperor entered 
the Diwan-i-\\iiiiii and received the Kulutations of the nobles who were 
present. The next day he visited Sabmgath. lie was also infomied by 
the Conimauder4n-Chiel that an Englkh sergeant and ttvo English soldiers 
had been executed in the river bed. The King as if nuder a divine 
inspiration, suddenly saidi “if 1 he altogether YictorioUH, I shall go to Agra 
after the victory and make a pilgrimage to Ajmer aod visit the tomb of 
Sabni Chishti(?)/* On the 20th he inspected the property of some murdered 
Europeans and ordered it to be made over to the Eegam. Ho visited 
SalLiigarh the foUowjng day and inspected a newly raised regiment, w'hieh 
was given the number 56. The durbar of the 22nd was the occasion of 
a complaint by Bakht Khan regarding a mm our in circulation to the effect 
that he was in league with the English, and was in the habit of "slinking 
home and leaving liis men to fight without orders.” The Emperor assured 
him that ho tnist^ him, and that he (the King) laid po cause for enmity w ith 
the English, but felt that he would bo exalted by the army that had rushed 
to hi$ protection.” The Princes, on this occasioo, took exception to the 
actions of the C"oiiimander-iu-Chicf w ho whispered in the King’s car in their 
presence. TIicGeneralapologiscd writh flatter}^ to the Princes and the matter 
was dropped. Do the 2Srd the Emperor visited fisalimgarh, w hile an elcphanh, 
brought m by the landholders of Kalauaur (?), was presented to hmi and sent 
to the royal stables. 

He again inspec ted SaHmgarb on the 2Sth and aft erwards held a darki f 
in the Diwan-i-'Aniiu. There was a great gathermg of olficers.” Hakim 
Ashaii'ullah Xhaln demuned to one of the Emperor’s orders regarding the 
killing of COW'S during the Id and the Emperor closed the audience in auger. 
The audience on the 30th was marked by a somewhat similar hacideut, “ The 
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eon of Jia^b Mulmtnmnd Mir Klmn was during the audience ; after 

l^liadur Shall hud left> 31 tr Saiyyid A!i K.ban aaid to hinn - “ It is very 
improper tiiat you should remain seated whilst all other nobles stand, and 
you, too, must stand iu future, and not tJike a cbe it will not go well 
with yoin” At the audience of August 2nd the Emi>ei* *oi‘ m cited the follow^ 
ing veiacft which he had composed and sent to Bakht Khan. 

hfay all the enemies oi the Faith be killed to-dnv; 

The Firinghia be destroyed* root and branch I 

Celebrate the fcj^tival of the Id Kurban by great slaughter; 

Put our enemies to the edge of the sword, slay, and spare not!” 

?he same evening the officers were attempting to raise the hopes of the 
Emperor aisd exclaimed, “ by the help of God, we shall take the Eidge 
yet. At that moment a round shot from I be English entered S^Iinigarh 
and killed a sepoy, 

On the 7th. while the Eoiperor was in the Sallmgarlfc Fort., he reeeived 
news that the sepoys were coming to plunder the Palace. Ho was standing 
in the poreh of the gateway at the time and at that moment 3 onic ^sepoys 
a.rrived in search of Alisan^iitfah Khau who W‘fis suspected Jjf being in league 
with the English. Bahadur Shah commanded Hasan Ali Kbaii, also Rii^pected 
of treacherj*^ to be hidden beliind the throne in the throne roomt while Ahsan- 
^lah Khan w'aa to be taken to the under ground place for worahip/'^ and 
itw'a.s explained to the EepovB that ho was not in the Palace. After some time 
they returned and demanded that he should be given up to him. This was 
refuEied at first but the Hakim was eventually handed over to them and con¬ 
fined in the room kept for the custody of the crowm jewels,^ 

On August Sth, the Begain sent word to Bahadur SLih that she, vvaa 
siiapected in being in league with the Engliah and she had been warned that 
the sepoys intended to plunder the Palace. Hakim Absan-njlab Khau w aa 
released on the 10th 4iid rcatored to favour. In an audience held on the JSth 
ihe Emperor objeeted to the wearing of pistols in hb presence. On the loth 
three hundred sepoys, despaLriug of their pay and disbeaTteoed at the 
result of the rebellion, brought in their fire-arum and left the city through the 
Calcutta gate for their own homes.” 

The Emperor held a council of war in the SalTmgarh Fort ou the iBth- 
On the 21st Bakht Khin brought some elephants and horses f(»r hb inspection, 
and he went ar once to the porch of the gate of the Palace and selected 
seventeen horses. Salimgarh was visited the next day and the battery there 
erdcred to fire & few roundfl^ Bahadur Shah remarking that it was to he 
r^retted that instead of the fire of the English being silenced, their batteries 
w'ere getting nearer every day* The gunners replied* “ no fear^ your ^lajesty; 
wc arc getting the better of them.*' On the 23rd the same battery was 
ordered to elevate their guns so as to reach the English camp. The heads of 


1 THLh pjjwu hiLi rnj l hwti jUt'iitlEit^l - 
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five Englifllmiea, killed at Indore, were brought before the King. Gencml 
Bukht Khan was aceusied by his officers of pegntiatiiig with the English and 
orders were issued that he was not to be admitted to the Palace. Several 
foot soldiers attended the dafbar and complained that no opium could be; 
purcbatied in the bazar. 

On the 24th the Eni[>cn)r \'isited Salimgarh wliere some excavations for 
buried treasure were in progress. Nothing was, however, found, save some 
snialL field pieces. The following da 3 ’’ be wt'iit on the river and watched the 
nrtillerj' fine directed on the English from the Fort. 

More demands were made hjr pay by deputations of oflioetH, and Eahadur 
Shali ollered them some of the crown jewels which they refused, savin" that 
tbej' were satisfied of liia willingness to give up his life and property to 
sustain them. 

On the Sist of Aiiguat the coat and shoes of the prophet Muhammad 
were brought to the Palace from the Mnsiitie of Nulub*u-dini {irw!). 

The daily darbar continued throughout the first half of fkptoiuber being 
geueially thronged by scimys demanding their pay, or by the unfortunate 
inhabitants of the city who were being freely robbed. On September 4th 
.Sir Thomas Metcalfe’a Iioilsc at the Qutb wag plundered and tho property 
brought to the Emperor, He was much displeased as he Imd appointed 
eeiTi'ants for it* safe custody.- The local jewellers were brought in a body 
to the Pulacc on the 7th and were infonueJ that 8 lacn of rupees must be 
immediately forthcojiuiig for the trooi>s, while on the foUow'iiiig day the potioa 
proceeded to collect three inoiiths’ rent Irom a1] the itihabitaiita of the dtv. 
iluch of the nioucy intended for the troops appears, about this time, to have 
been appropriated by the Princes. Rclerenca is again made to Bahadur .Shtih 
repairing, during tlieao days, to the “ underground moaque.’' Several pro- 
elaiuatioiis were issued that be would lead an attack in person against tbc 
English and that all citizens, irrespective of caste, were to take the field, ft 
was rumouKd on the l-ltli that the Engliah would assault the city and the 
Emperor reniained In his private apartments. The assault, as is well known, 
actually took place and was successful The loth, 16th, 17th and ISth were 
spent in clearing the mutineers out of the gi-ound between the town walls and 
Palace, and in shelling the latter and Salin^rh, which was still occupied by 
the enemy. 

On the 19fch Bakbt Khan represented to the Emperor t hat Lis only safely 

la,v In flight and begged him to accompany him and renew war in the ojjeii 
counttj'. Bahadur Shah, however, allowed the army to depart without him 
and took refuge ui the tomb of Hnmayfui. On the same day the Lahore 
gate of the Palace, which appeared to be deserted save for au occasional 

1 Qutba d dla t TIie iCKi«qiteKt Ihe bnae at the Qutb IPiwr may be itOMfibly reform] to 

or jftrhUfM tliu mighbomi&g Daiiftih. 

^ VVhotbcr ho intended to taku It fur hlnii^lt or it out ol a [rijindlv for tho 

ownerif iA a matter of ^pooiiktEOu. ^ 
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gun shot filed at tbo troops at the end of the Chaudi Cbauk, iivas blown in. 
The 4tb Punjab Infantrj* broke the chain of the inner gate by firing muskets 
close to it and charged down the vaultcfl passage (the ChaUa CAouA) into the 
FaLsce. A aingle sentry remained in the passage and fired at Lieutenant 
McQueen, but the bullet iveiit through that officers’ helmet only. Shortly 
after the Palace had been entered from tliis side Lieutenant Aikmau, V.C., 
also of the -Ith Infantr)', entered it from Sailtugarh,again meeting a solitary 
sentry' only. It was found to he deserted save for some fanatics and 
wounded sfiptiys who were quickly disposed of. Headquarters were established 
in the Palace, which was held by the (50th Rifles and the Kumaon battalion. 
Major "Wilson’s personal guard was drawn from the Sirnuii Gurkhas, as a 
complimeiit to tluit gallant regiment. On the Slst Lieutenant Hodson cap¬ 
tured the Emperor a few miles south oI the city, and on the following day 
two of his sons were taken at the tomb of Hnniayun and Bommarily shot. 
On the 21 st a royal salute was fired in honour of the capture of the city, and 
on Sunday the 27th a thanksgiving service was held in the Diwau-i-Khass. 
The following January the Emperor of Delhi was brought to trial in the 
same building, and, after an investigation lasting forty days, he was con- 
victed of having made war against the British, with abbetting rebcliion, with 
proclaiming himself the reigning sovereign of Lidia, and with causing, or being 
accessory to, the death of many Europeans. He was seutenced to be transported 
for fife and was sent to liangooii where he died on November 7th, lS(i2. 

“ General ” Bakht Khan was much sought for after the mutiny but was 
never found or heard of. He docs not appear to have been killed. He was 
an artillety suhilidtir of a famous field battery who had served at Jalalabad 
under Sale in the first Afghan war. Bakht Kliaii served at Jalalabad. The 
battery hud a mural crown as an honorary decoration on their guns. 

Archaeological work carried out in Delhi Fort. 

Eleven years ago the historical buildings of the Fort at Delhi and their 
immediate auitomidiiigs were in the most n^lectcd and uuaatisfactoiy 
condition. Many of them were sadly in need of repair, othcia were used as 
barrack rooms or stores), while the area in which they stood was cut up by 
modern roads, and disfigured by unsightly militarj buildings. Old levels 
were obliterated, and the disheartened visitor to the former Palace of the 
“Great Moghul” wandered aimlessly about from building to building. 
Seen under these conditions, the place lost much of its interest and it was 
impos^ble for the average visitor even to attempt to revisualise its former 
condition. The aosociations of the Port, its place in history and architecture 
demauded that aomething should be done, and the gardens as they now stand, 
together with the conservation of the buildings in the area, are the outcome 
of the improvements suggested by the Director General ot Archicology in 1S02 
These suggestioDS embodied the acquisition from the nuUtaiy authorities of 
os much of the old area formerly occupied by the Palace, as was possible. 
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SO tLat it be enclosed and kept in a state of orderlirieBs, and the 

buildings it contained secured from further molestation or daniagc. This done, 
the ground was to be reduced as fur as was possible to Ub old levels, the 
modem buildings and roads removed and the area was to be laid out in 
lawns and shmbberies so that the buildings might be seen under oiore happy 
conditions* 

The law'na and shrubberies were to represent respectively the position of 
former courtyards and buildings which had been removed^ but whose position 
w'as traceable by the help of their buried foundatioua and old plans. In the 
case of the northern portion of the area, the Ha 3 "at Eaklish g^rden^ w here ves¬ 
tiges of the oldw’ater cbannela and cauaewaysTvere abundant, but buried under 
three feet of earth and rubbish ^ the fact that the gardens would be eveufcually 
used for occasions such as the Koval (Urdcu Party held durJjig the recent Dar- 
batj necessitated more reconstructive w^ork, so that the old cbaiiiiela and fouu- 
tains could bo made to fulEll their former fuiictjona. It must not be imagined 
that^ small though the area may appear to mauy% all this has been accom- 
ptished with a sweep of the pen. Till 1908 work was going on Blowh\ and its 
completion w'ould have taken many more years liad it not been that the 
Coronation Darbar created a demand that the buildings, w^kich hud so 
many yeara before w itnessed the similar ceremonies of the Great Moghul,” 
should be seen under more ideal conditions. 

The evacuation of the ground by the military authoriti^, the prcpEiration 
of new buildings to take the place of those removed outside the area, and the 
difhculties of irrigation owning to the danger of mosquitoes breeding hi 
water standing in tbe gardens had all to be an-anged for, before the scheme 
could be successfully brought to a conclusion. 

Ill 1901-05 eseavations were uiude on a brgo scale in the Hayat Bakli^h 
garden which laid bare the ancient tanks and water channels* The extent 
of the large tank, of which the Zafar Mahal is the central fcaiture, was 
also determined, in 1905-00 the work was ooutinued, and a start was made 
on the reconstruction of the old channels. Fragments of the ornamental kerb 
and causeways were found betwreen the tank and the “Sawan’' pavilion, 
and from these^ together writh the old plans, w^lucb showed the border, it 
was possible to carry' out the work with certainty. The large central tank, 
built by Shahjahan, appears to have been deepened probably at the same time 
as the Zabr MahaL was erected in its centre, and this had been done by 
building a panipet on the top of the ornamental border. Had this parapet 
been added by the British the course would have been obvious, but it bore 
elaborate stirroiindin^ and was obviously Mughal w'ork- Accordingly it was 
felt that the traces of the parapet'a existence should not be destroyed, and the 
missing portions of it have been therefore restored so that the tank can be 
tilted up to the higlier level. 

The parapet round tbe tank was completetl in 190ti-07, while the construc¬ 
tion of the four main causeways with their ehaimcla, puvemcjits and omaiueutid 
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beds was prdceedeil with. They wetf? completed in IWT-OS, and during 
the exeavatioii traces of subsidiarj'' channelB were discovered, dividing each 
quarter of the garden into foureq\ial squares. The clearance of the entire site 
was not attempted until 1W 09, there being difficulties m inding a place to 
dump the spoil earth taken from the works. Further excavations revealed a 
pathway on the east sida of the garden connecting the north and south path¬ 
ways. Part of this only was repaired at first, the remainder being completed 
when the Imiteiy and nuhtary road to it on the east tertaoe w^as removed 
in 1913. It waj a pity that the site could not be lowered to its original 
level in thcfiist instance, ns the sides of the channels %vere, after they were dug 
out, found to be in a ka€ha condition and needing conBiderable repairs. In 
the summer of 190S, a conference was held at Binila at w^hieh the Director 
General of Archscology' and representative military aiithoritica were preaent, 
and among other important points, it was decided that the tank and 
channels of the Hay at Bakhsh garden could be filled between 1st December 
and 31st Starch^, servants' qgarteni w-'ithin the archieological area demo¬ 
lished, and that the Naiibat Khiiiia, the Shah Bur] and the Mumtaz Mahal 
could he included in the area. 

In 1909-10 aubatantial ptogreBS was made in the work on the gardens^ 
and the iron railings round the area were practically complete. The main 
entrance to the garden was fLxed through the Naubat Khaiia, thereby reviving 
the old Jiiughal custom ; for it was at this point that all viaitors to the court 
descended from their palatiquinB or elephants and approached the Boyal 
presence on foot; while one private cntmiice was provided to the Bouth of the 
Diwan-i-\\iikm and a spiicial military entrance near the Shah Burj, ao that 
access could be gained to the battery on the east terrace. In the 11 ay at Bakhsh 
garden the work op the minor inteniectmg cause ways with their water channels 
had been completed, and the whole of the area this garden had been low ered 
to its original level and dressed ready for graas. At the end of the year the 
w ork on the water supply w hich now^ irrigates the whole garden was w ell in 
hand. The water is raised up from three old w ells, one of which is outside 
the area on the barrack square, into reinforced concrete tauks behind the 
'■ Bbadun ” pavilion, by means of two electrically driven pumps uuda pulso- 
meter. 

The buildings within the area have, since 190^2, all been thoroughly 
repaired. The W'ork on the mosaics in the DwaTid-%\iiiiu has already been 
referred to, while modern additious have been removed from the Naubat 
Khana, Kang Mahal and Mumtaz Mahal and these buildings restored, as far as 
compatible with the piecepte of arcliwological conservation, to their former 
appearance. The Bhah Burj pavilion which was, in 1904* in imminent 
danger of falling, has been permanently secured w hile the pavilions of the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden have been thoroughly overhauled, and their marble 
tanks and cascades revealed- 
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III 1910-11 tho Havit Bakhali garden was giassad and planted. The 
pualttona of the old buildJuga are indicated by maaeca of floKieiing ahrubs, Tvhilo 
a BCtecn of conifers, backed by i/mwfiin trees, masks the iron railings and 
barracks surrounding tbe area. With the exception of tlie east terrace, the 
garden waa now ooniplctc, and it was easy to see that the whole area, when 
treated on tlicHC lines, gave abimdaiit promise of future ehartn. Earh- in 
January 1911 Sir .Tohn Hewett nith the Darbar Committee had visited the 
gardens, and it was decided that a Royal garden party should be held 
there at the time of the Coronution Darbar, and that the rest of the area 
should be laid out immediately^ in accordance with the scheme of the 
Archieologtca] Departuierirt. The moat difficult part of the work remaining 
to be done was the trenching for the shnibberiea and lawns. The debris 
of old buildings and roads Lad to be removed and suitable earth provided. 
The large tank between the Rang JIahal and the Diwiin-i-‘Amra, which 
had been filled up and crossed by a military road and a drain, was excavated. 
Traces were found in its centre of a httle square building with a central 
tank, probably designed on the same lines aa the Zafar Mahal in the 
Hayit Bakhsh garden, and reached by a little causeway, the banes 
of the piers of which were found t« situ. These, with what reniained of the 
building, have been carefully preserved. It has not been {lossihle hitherto to 
provide aiilfictent water for this tank so the bottom has been grassed. Some of 
the old coping stones were found in position, and an old stone ring was found, 
built in one comer of the tank, which points to the probability of ita haring 
been screened on occasion from tbe sun by a nhtitniaim (sun-aw'niiig). 

The marble basin, originally belonging to the Fort, but which had found 
its way into the Queen's gardens in the city, (see page Ifi), was brought back 
and bas been placed In the centre of the little platfcimi in this tank. Old 
picture dearly show this basin in place in front of the Rang Mahal but hciw 
far from it it ia dlfTiciilt to judge j it has consequently been placed here as 
being as near its old position as could be determined with accuracy. 

The path.s have been laid down so as to follow as far as possible their old 
Unea. The inner and outer courts in front of the Diwan-i-Khasa are repre¬ 
sented by lawns and the buildings between them by ahrubberies, composed 
of Inga hedges, backed by banks of Affdfjptier and 2>ifraii/o, while behind these 
again are taller shruba aucli as Murga. Ilavelia, Bmi^inviUca (the compact 
varietj'), Hubiscua, Tecotna, etc. It should be added that in trenching 
for these shiubberies the foundations of the old buildings were found as 
expected in almost evety'^ case. 

Grass courts have similarly been formed in front of the Diwand-*Amm 
and MumtazMaliab In the case of the firetthe old courtyard that formerly 
existed in front of it, and which witnessed the daiJy durbar of the Emperor, 
was lined at either aide by dalans or colonnades, as at Agra. All traces of 
these had vanished and a military road ran between the Naubat Khaua and 
the Diwan-i-’Anim. The old colonnades are now represented by shrubberies. 
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The shrubboiy to the north of the centre] pathway occapice almost the 
same position as the old colonnade but the ahrubbci 3 ' the south is 
’unAToidably nearer to the central pathway omng, as has already been said, 
to its being impossible to remove the military- road which runs outside the 
new railing. 

Another Bhmbbery runs due north and south from the enda ol the 
DiwSn-i-'Anim and represents the buildings seen starting fiom the ends 
of the Diwan-i-‘Aiuni in the old pictures and plans. These buildings 
screened off the private piecincta of the Pabce from the public ej-e. 

The grass court in front of the Mumtaz ^lahal is not reduced to its original 
levd as yet, and it will be seen that the plinth of this building is still partially 
hidden. The fragments of a marble tank were found in front of it through 
which a water pipe had mifortunatcly been kid. When this portion of the 
^rden is dealt lyith, it may be possible to do something to expose the tank 
in questiou carried out betu’een the Itaiig Mahal and the Mrnntaz Mahal. 
Trenching revealed an luiderground drain kadiiig to a doorway in the outer wall 
of the Fort, {see page 6}, which had apparently been bricked up by Mughal 
btliJders tticin&eK’ea. 

The other portion of the garden that still remained to be put in order at 
the end of ISIO was the cast terrace of the Hayat Baklish garden. Tltis 
is raised some 5 feet above the level of the remainder of the garden. There 
were buildings on it formerly and it was found that a retaining wall ran along 
its western face. The backing of this was found and has been preaemd bv 
.Mughal brick facing with recessed pointing. This wall ran from the 
north wall of the Hammani to the Shah Burj but it was impossible, st 
firat, to continue itealigranent owing to the presence of the gun battery and 
military road which gave access to it. The removal of the battery line 
brought to light traces of the pavilion, the Moti Mahal, that foimerlv 
existed here. 

The outlines of the water channel named the Nahr-i-Bihislit (Stream of 
Paradise) was disclosed, and ia to be represented by flower beds. In front 
of the IlTra Malial was found a sholbw basin w-itli a channel leading westward 
evidently to connect up with the miiior channel of the HaySt iJakhsh 
garden which runs into the path near this point ; from the character of 
the work It appeared to be of the late JlugLul period. The Nahr-I-Bihkht was 
provided with fountains at frequent intcn-als and the copper pipes of several 
of these were found. After passing along the east terrace in the manner 
described, the water entered the channel in the Haminam and so passed on 
along the outer range of buildjugs to the Rang Mahal, 

The new water installation also calls for comment. This, besides providint* 
for the irrigation of the garden and shrubberies, enables the channek of the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden and the Zafar Mahal took to be filled. It also provides 
for the working of the fountains in the Znfar Mahal tank and in the main chau- 
nels running from the *' Sawan " to the " Bhadon " pavilions, aiid for the 
cascades in these two last and ia the Shah Burj. The marble chanucl from the 
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Haniinam to tlie soutt ond of f hc Bang Mahal can also be provided with water 

S tbrRaS*"- MahL'* *" 

n “/ reqnirod to opemte the fountains and cascades 

and at the same time to fi]! the tanks and ehaimels is very conBidcmble and 
continuoua pumping for about two weeks is neoeasaty. The military authori^ 
ties at present objwt to the water standing in the garden and channels 
miless covered with fcerosme to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes 
TLia consid^tion a^o forbade the disposal of the water on the Voiind 
e ow the Fort^ and a scheme has accordingly been prepared bv'’which 
the water can be raised into the tanks again and so reuL. However 

barracks to the immediate west of the 
Hajat Bakhah prden has been hinted at. eo it h hoped that these 

mS'hlr o^vereome and that the fountains and tanks 

maj be permanently provided witl, water during the cold season and not for 

thT.h f Mcasions only, as at present. The additional charm 

of the barracks to the west of the Ifavat Bakhsh garden 

MehSbtlra " T together wifi the 

Mehtab Ba^h, a work which would greatly enhance the charm of the Fort 

The acqumion of the strip of ground between the Mnmtaz Mahal ani 

!he also been suggested to the authorities so that the whole of 

the east terrace of the Fort, from north to south, will be open to visits 

The accompanying table shows the amount spent anuuaUy on repairs 
and improvements to the Port, since ISSl^S'i :_ > P« 
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